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Report on Visitor Activity to Padley Chapel 

31st March to 30th September, 2024 

Padley Chapel is a 14th century chapel and gatehouse forming part of Padley Manor, the remaining ruins of 
which lie adjacent to the chapel.  The Grade 1 listed chapel is best known for its association with two 
Catholic priests, Robert Ludlam and Nicholas Garlick captured here in 1588. They were later executed for 
high treason for being Catholic priests and bringing the sacraments to recusant families during a period of 
history when Catholicism was suppressed by the Crown. Therefore, Padley Chapel is a special piece of local 
and national history, it is testimony to the preservation of the Roman Catholic faith in England.  
 
Padley has been a place of pilgrimage since 1892 when the first pilgrimage took place in honour of the men 
who were martyred for their Catholic faith and the pilgrimages continue to this day. Every July, there is a 
pilgrimage held jointly with the Dioceses of Nottingham and Hallam, The Hallam Diocese Schools also hold 
a pilgrimage in July.  There are other smaller pilgrimages by the St Vincent’s Mission Hub and other 
individuals.    
 
There is now a renewed interest in pilgrimage and the significance of Padley Chapel as a shrine is growing 
as a result.  The British Pilgrimage Trust has published The Padley Martyrs Way, a Pilgrim Way for the 
Catholic Diocese of Hallam.  The chapel now has its own Pilgrim stamp for use in the Pilgrim Passport, 
ready to welcome Pilgrims from the project “Hearts in Search of God” and in the 2025 Jubilee Year of 
Hope.  
 
The recently formed Friends of Padley group is working to make the chapel more accessible to visitors of 
all faiths and none. The chapel opened every Sunday between 2pm and 4pm during the summer months. It 
can be opened at other times by appointment by contacting the Friends of Padley.   
 
This is a report on the number of visitors and the reasons for their visit to Padley Chapel between 31st 
March and 30th September, 2024.  Unfortunately, there are no comparative data to allow for assessment of 
whether the renewed interest in the Padley Story has shown an increase in visitor numbers. 
 
Method 
Visitors to Padley are encouraged to complete two visitors’ books. The main book is a record of the date of 
visit, the leader/group visiting, the purpose of visit and the number visiting.  The Friends of Padley 
volunteers ensured the accuracy of the number of visitors.  These data were anonymised and added to a 
spreadsheet to enable analysis. The second book is for any visitors who wish to make a personal comment 
on their visit. Some relevant comments have been included in the report.  
 
Results 
A total of 1637 people visited Padley Chapel during the summer months, between 31st March and 30th 
September.    
 
There were approximately 420 children who visited from a local environmental centre as part of their 
education.  These educational visits took place throughout the year on a twice weekly basis.  The numbers 
for these children’s visits are not included in the analysis for the report because the accuracy the data 
cannot be determined within this report’s timescale. 
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Number and Type of Visitor 

 
 
Unplanned Visits 
Of the 1637 visitors registered in the main book, 1094 were unplanned visits. These consisted of people 
walking by on Sunday afternoons who stopped to have a look because the chapel was open. The 
unplanned visitors during the week are those who call in when the chapel is open or if the Friends of 
Padley are there doing maintenance work or it has been opened to accommodate a booked visit.    

Booked Visits 
Booked visits included people on Pilgrimage and also requests for visits from various groups, both religious 
and secular.  The high number of booked visits on Tuesday and Sunday relate to the Diocesan Pilgrimages.  
The Interdiocesan Nottingham/Hallam Pilgrimage was held on Sunday, 7th July and Hallam Schools 
Pilgrimage was held on Tuesday, 9th July.  

There were 22 booked visits, the reason for the booking and numbers visiting are shown in the following 
graphs: 
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The number of people who visited on these booked visits and the reasons for the booking are as follows: 

 

Views of the Visitors 
Most people who call in are very pleased to see the chapel open.   The many comments in the visitors’ 
book verify this; 
 
“We have walked past many times not knowing its history” 
“Always wanted to look inside”. 
“A lovely experience and well worth a visit” 
 
Other comments include gratitude that it is such a beautiful and enlightening piece of history. Words used 
to describe Padley include “peaceful”, emotional experience”,” beautiful”, “a little gem”, “amazing”.  Also 
there is much sincere appreciation for being open and for the interesting explanations of the history of 
Padley.  
 
Conclusion 
The Sunday opening is popular with walkers and passers by with many people being thrilled to see the 
chapel open.  The priests who have said Mass in the chapel have shown gratitude for being able to do so.  
The people who have attended Mass in the chapel have found it to be a deeply spiritual experience. 
There is an immense amount of interest in Padley Chapel so visitors must be encouraged to share in the 
enthusiasm the Friends of Padley have for this historical and spiritual place.   
 
Recommendations 

 Ensure accuracy of recording of visitor data to facilitate valid comparative data.  
 Accurately record the number of children who visit from St Michael’s Environmental Centre. 
 Determine what other information is required from the visitors, if any.  
 Encourage all visitors to comment in the Visitors Book. 
 Recruit more volunteers so opening times can be increased. 
 Continue to respond to requests for group visits and private mass requests from visiting priests. 

 
For further information, book a visit or enquire about volunteering, please email:  
friendsofpadley@hallam-diocese.com 
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