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Deacon Bill has just completed his eighth book in 
twelve years about St Marie’s, our cathedral.  “It’s 
time to rest”, he says. 

Starting with the large illustrated Guide Book to St 
Marie’s, he has also published three illustrated volumes 
of history covering Catholicism in Sheffield 1535-
1850, the parish of St Maries 1850-1920, continuing 
into the third volume covering 1920-1980. Then came 
the book on the medieval and historic alabaster 
carvings at St Marie’s. A book of prayerful reflections 
on Mary followed, based on the many ways Our Lady 
is portrayed within St Marie’s. Then, in 2021, a book 
about 50 saints represented in the decoration of the 
cathedral. Now, as a finale, The Angels of St Maries 
goes on sale this month. Purchase at the cathedral 
anytime or directly from Deacon Bill (bill.burleigh1@
outlook.com).

The Angels of St Marie’s runs to 55 pages with 75 
photographs. “I am really grateful to Bob Rae of St 
Maries parish for his photos.  The clarity and detail 
help greatly in explaining the 200 or so beautiful 
angel images that can be found in St Marie’s and, 
importantly, what they mean and why they are there” 
says Deacon Bill.

“How I find time to do these books, I don’t know. But 
I value the beauty and visual messages of St Marie’s 
and love to share them”.
Read full article on our website

Adoremus and the Jubilee Year 2025

A National Eucharistic Congress called Adoremus 
will take place at St Mary’s Seminary, Oscott this year 
to support preparations for the Jubilee Year. 

Adoremus is an ongoing programme. The event at 
Oscott is taking place in the spirit of the Liverpool 
Adoremus in 2018.  It is related to the International 

Eucharistic Congress also taking place in September, 
and is preparatory to the Jubilee, and is not therefore 
an isolated event. The intention is to unite the faithful 
of the country in focusing on the Eucharist in every 
parish in anticipation of the Jubilee Year with renewed 
and deepened devotion. The aim is to place the 
Eucharistic Lord at the heart of all we do. It is hoped 
all parishes will have a period of Exposition during 
the Adoremus weekend, on 14 or 15 September 2025, 
for which resources will be provided from the Bishops 
Conference nearer the time. A leaflet will be finalised 
so this can be circulated widely at a local level.

A small coordinating group is working to prepare 
plans for the Jubilee Year. A Jubilee Year is a special 
year of grace, running from the Solemn Mass at the 
Cathedral on Saturday 28 December 2024 until the 
Feast of the Holy Family on Sunday, 28 December 
2025. Ezekiel (46:17) calls it the ‘year of liberty’. Isaiah 
(61:1-2) speaks of it as ‘the year of the Lord’s favour’. 
The Jubilee Year is intended as a time of conversion 
with an emphasis on God’s mercy.

The theme of the Jubilee Year 2025 is ‘Pilgrims of 
Hope’. A Pilgrim Passport will be produced which 
will be distributed to every parish, which will include 
information on the Jubilee Year, on the spirituality of 
pilgrimage, with details of designated pilgrim places 
in the diocese, and a full calendar of Jubilee events. 
The Pilgrim Passport should be available in parishes 
in September, ahead of the start of the Jubilee Year.

Blooming Amazing!

St Wilfrid’s Centre wool stop at nothing as supporters, 
staff and clients create an incredible cascade of over 
2000 knitted flowers.

The outside of St Wilfrid’s Centre on Queen’s Road 
has been decorated with a vibrant display of flowers 
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to celebrate the work they do for the vulnerable and 
isolated people of South Yorkshire. As part of the 
build-up to their Summer Fayre and Wheelbarrow 
Competition on Saturday 6 July, a request went 
out to help create the cascade. The response was 
overwhelming with flowers being made by staff, 
clients and volunteers at the Centre and hundreds 
more arriving from supporters, some as far afield as 
Newcastle upon Tyne
Read full article on our website

A day of reflection: Plague, War, Famine & 
Death: Praying when the world is in crisis

 
“As someone who took part in the recent day of 
reflection led by Fr Peter Scally I thought I would 
share my experience.

When I first saw the reflection advertised I felt both 
drawn in and challenged by the focus.  In short, how 
do we respond to the devastating impact of natural 
and human discontent and disaster as our world 
experiences it. 

The participants gathered were a diverse and faithful 
group. In fact, I don’t think there was anyone there 
who isn’t trying their best to live out their faith to the 
best of their opportunity and capacity.  Deep down 
however, perhaps we can all have those moments of 
thinking ‘Why does God our Creator let this brokenness 
in our world happen?’, I know I have. 

I did wonder if this could be a day of seeking to find 
solutions but fundamentally embracing that the 
problems are greater than our best efforts at solutions 
so just keep doing all you can.

This was not the case.  We were guided beautifully over 
four encounters of scripture and prayerful reflection, 
through an open invitation to consider different parts 
of scripture.  Fr Peter had selected these to help us 
build towards understanding that all of what we are 
concerned about is explained to us in several places 

through scripture. 

One which stayed with me throughout the day was 
that I found in scripture it ‘must happen’ and that we 
should ‘see that you are not alarmed’ (Mt 24:6). 

Wow, this really challenged my usual perceptions.  
Am I wasting my time striving to act for good?  Is the 
environment set to go to hell in a handcart anyway 
so don’t worry?…”
Read full article on our website

Padley Pilgrimage 2024

A beautiful celebration of Mass at Padley, for the 
interdiocesan annual pilgrimage for Hallam and  
Nottingham , led by Bishop Patrick and Bishop Ralph. 
Bishop Ralph gave the homily, friends of Padley and 
Knights of St Columba supported the event and it was 
well attended.

Homily for Padley 2024 by Bishop Ralph:

There has been much speculation about the nature of 
St Paul’s “thorn in the flesh” – a recurring illness is the 
most likely guess, but we have no idea what sort.  Or it 
might simply be the regular persecutions which Paul 
always suffered on the day, and Paul makes reference 
to this in the previous chapter.   But the point is that 
it’s not just that it happened and niggled away at 
him, so that he couldn’t simply enjoy his wonderful 
spiritual experiences for their own sake.   Rather, 
the point is that he prayed long and hard for God to 
take it away and God said “No”.   Paul says he prayed 
three times to the Lord about it (and the Corinthians 
listening will be thinking “and on the third attempt, 
the Lord took it away”).  But God said something quite 
different from what everyone was expecting.   Now, at 
last, Paul is given the opportunity, it seems, to reveal 
a direct word that he has received from God.   But it 
isn’t a word that will let him or anyone else become 
puffed up in their own self-importance.   Instead, it is 
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one of the most reassuring and comforting, healing, 
and steadying “words of the Lord”: ever recorded:  My 
grace is enough for you; my power is at its best in 
weakness.

The first preface of the holy martyrs expresses it 
in these words: “in our weakness you perfect your 
power and on the feeble bestow strength to bear your 
witness”.

I feel sure that this revelation to Paul would have been 
a source of comfort, and reassurance, and healing 
to the two men we gather to remember and honour 
once again today.  During their lives, and especially in 
the days as they approached their execution.

In the end, their manner of living and encouragement 
to others to do the same cost them not less than 
everything:  Nicholas Garlick and Robert Ludlum, 
who were put to death together on St Mary’s Bridge 
in Derby in July 1588.  Their only crime was that they 
were catholic priests exercising their ministry on 
behalf of the people entrusted to them.

Nicholas seems to have been something of a 
charismatic figure.   For example, during his time 
as schoolmaster at Tideswell some of his students 
followed him to the seminary at Rheims, where men 
were being prepared for the English mission knowing 
that if they were caught, they would meet a grisly end.  
Being a priest in protestant England at the time was 
regarded as an act of treason.  He went to Rheims in 
1581, was ordained and returned to England in 1583.  
He was arrested shortly afterwards and exiled in 1585 
with a warning.  But as the preface of Holy Martyrs 
reminds us, “To their endurance you grant firm 
resolve”.  So, Nicholas returned and was betrayed and 
arrested here in Padley along with Robert Ludlum.

Robert seems to have been a very different character.  
He overlapped with Nicholas at Rheims, going in 1580, 
ordained the following year and in 1582 returning to 
the English mission.  Not s lot is known about him.  
An unnamed source is quoted as saying that he was, I 
quote “… at liberty in England for 6 or 7 years.  He was 
a very mild man, did much good in the country, for 
that he did travel much and was beloved.”   The only 
words of his recorded are his last words, just before he 
was thrown off the ladder:  “Come, you Blessed God.”

Today, of course, we rightly ask the prayers of Blessed 
Robert and Blessed Nicholas.  Today, we also ask the 

prayers of others related to this place.  We ask the 
prayers, for example, of Blessed Richard Simpson 
who was gaoled with Robert and Nicholas and died 
with them on St Mary’s Bridge in Derby.  Perhaps we 
might ask the prayers, too, of the unnamed woman, 
reconciled through the sacrament in prison by the 
martyrs, and hung alongside them after declaring 
her faith.

We remember, too, the Fitzherbert family and the 
hospitality and protection they gave to priests and 
its cost to them.   In particular, we remember John 
Fitzherbert, who was spared execution for harbouring 
priests so that he could pay fines until he was penniless.  
He died in prison squalor three years later.  He could 
have left prison any day by renouncing his faith.  He 
chose not to.

We pray that through the intercession of the Martyrs 
we remember today, and encouraged by so great a 
crowd of witnesses, we may run as victors in the race 
before us, and win with them, the imperishable crown 
of glory.

St Marie’s School – A Journey of Faith to 
Padley

On Tuesday, July 9th, our Year 6 children embarked 
on their annual pilgrimage to Padley Chapel, braving 
the elements to honour a longstanding tradition.

The weather forecast had predicted rain, and 
unfortunately, it was accurate! Despite the downpours, 
our resilient pupils made their way along the old 
Roman road, passing through Longshaw before 
descending into Padley Gorge.

Upon arrival at Padley, with rain still pouring, the 
children sought shelter inside the historic Chapel. As 
they dried off, they were enthralled by the tale of the 
Padley Martyrs, individuals who had courageously 
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defended their faith amidst persecution. The weather 
forced a change in plans, leading to an impromptu 
Mass inside the Chapel instead of the usual outdoor 
service. The highlight was the Mass celebrated by 
Bishop Ralph, which brought a profound sense of 
reverence to the occasion.

As the rain finally subsided, the Year 6 children began 
their journey home. They walked to Grindleford, 
where they boarded the train to Sheffield, and finally 
caught the 120 bus back to school.
It was certainly a pilgrimage they won’t forget!

A Double Celebration

Father Michael Umameh, parish priest at Sacred 
Heart, Hillsborough, and Deacon Tony Strike, of 
the same parish celebrated together their 20th 
anniversary of ordination on Sunday 14th July.

Fr Michael was ordained priest on 17th July 2004. He 
coordinates the Hallam African community in the 
diocese including a monthly Mass and an annual 
pilgrimage to Kirk Edge Monastery.  Father Michael 
is also the appointed diocesan director of deacons.
Deacon Tony was ordained deacon on 4th July 2004 in 
Portsmouth, and was incardinated to Hallam twelve 
years ago. Tony is a member of the diocesan trustees, 
is co-ordinating diocesan plans for the Jubilee Year 
in 2025, is the diocesan director of the Guild of St. 
Stephen and responsible for diaconal formation.

Pauline McConnon, chair of the parish council, made 
a speech and presentation after Mass, followed by an 
invitation to share in tea and cake in the School Hall.

At the same Mass six new Altar Servers were 
welcomed, then existing servers who had completed 
their training period were enrolled into the Guild of St. 
Stephen and two of our senior servers were honoured 

for their commitment. 

Fr Michael thanked the parish community for 
supporting his ministry and expressed his gratitude 
at being able to serve the Sacred Heart community 
as a priest. Quoting Pope Francis he said:

 “If we are bearers of gratitude, the world itself will 
become better, even if only a little bit, but that is 
enough to transmit a bit of hope. Everything is united 
and everything is connected, and everyone needs to 
do his or her part wherever we are.”

Annual Safeguarding Event – Saturday 6th 
July 2024

 On Saturday 6th July the safeguarding team held its 
Annual Safeguarding Event at Holy Trinity School in 
Barnsley.  The theme of this year’s event was Diversity 
& Trauma and looked at how social, cultural and 
other diversity issues play a part in the traumatic 
experiences of individuals.

The event was well attended and feedback received 
so far has been very positive. Bishop Ralph opened 
and closed the event with a prayer.  Catherine Bailey, 
Chair of the Safeguarding Committee talked about 
the outcomes of the recent audit and how we will 
continue to strive for improvement as we implement 
the recommendations made in the report.

A number of guest speakers provided really inspiring 
presentations on various topics including, domestic 
abuse, honour-based abuse and spiritual and ritual 
abuse and human trafficking, which was presented 
via zoom from speakers located in America and 
New Zealand.  We are extremely grateful to all who 
attended and hope that you found the day interesting 
and informative.
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If you require copies of the programme/resources 
from the day then please contact the Safeguarding 
Office on 0114 2566453. 

Recycle Electrical and Electronic Waste

Live Simply – Tips from St. Joseph’s Dinnington

Waste Electrical and Electronic Equipment (WEEE) is 
one of the fastest growing waste streams. In 2020 the 
world produced 50 million tonnes of electronic waste 
(e-waste) E-waste includes anything with a plug, cord, 
battery or an electronic component such as kitchen 
appliances, mobile phones, computers, TVs, electrical 
and electronic tools. These can all be either recycled 
or reused.

Why is it important to recycle electrical items?
A huge amount of electrical items are purchased 
each year and currently only a small proportion 
of items, particularly small items, are collected for 
recycling. Many of us are not aware that items such 
as irons, toasters and mobile phones can be recycled. 
These items have a tendency to sit in a cupboard or 
drawer and gather dust, instead of being put to better 
use. Discarded or hoarded household electricals 
costs the UK economy £370 million every year due 
to lost valuable raw materials such as gold, copper, 
aluminium and steel.

Electrical items contain a range of materials that can 
be separated for recycling and used in new products, 
such as plastics and precious metals including gold 
and copper. All this saves resources and energy for 
example – it takes a tonne of ore to get 1g of gold, 
but you can get the same amount from recycling 41 
mobile phones. Making one new desktop computer 
and monitor uses over 240kgs of fossil fuel, 21kgs of 
chemicals (including rare non-renewable elements), 

and 1.5 tonnes of fresh water. Reusing and recycling 
Waste Electrical and Electronic equipment as much 
as possible saves precious resources and a significant 
amount of energy.

How can Waste Electronic and Electrical Equipment 
be used?
Electrical items contain many different parts which, 
once recycled, can be used again in a variety of new 
applications. For example, the copper motor in a 
hover mower can be turned into copper pipe, copper 
wire, and winding wire for motors in new electronic 
products. Precious and semiprecious metals can be 
extracted from mobile phones and their batteries 
can be recycled. There are other useful parts which 
can be re-used such as aerials, battery connectors, 
LCD screens, lenses, microphones, phone housings, 
screws, SIM card assemblies and speakers.
Read full article on our website

Live Simply Campaign - St. Joseph’s 
Dinnington News

Throughout June this year we asked parishioners to 
bring to church anything with a plug, wire, battery 
or electronic component that they no longer used 
(whether it was working or not) for recycling. We 
asked for all things electrical and electronic including 
computers, mobile phones, game consoles, small 
kitchen appliances, electrical and electronic tools, 
chargers, cables and wires.

Success!! The collection was an enormous success; 
we collected two tonne bags of waste including 33 
mobile phones, 3 laptops, 2 tablets, 3 TVs, 1 electric 
organ, 1 vacuum cleaner, a box of power tools, a host 
of electric appliances and bags and bags full of wires.

We made a difference to people’s lives! Everything we 
collected was taken to Aspire Community Enterprise 
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Sheffield

Aspire is a social enterprise specialising in recycling 
computers, mobile phones and electrical equipment 
including wires and cables. They provide training 
and jobs and a supported working environment for 
vulnerable or marginalised people.

Aspire refurbish as much of the donated equipment 
as possible for re-use. They sell low cost computer 
equipment to schools, low income families, charities 
and start-up companies. Anything that can’t be 
refurbished is broken down into its component parts 
and recycled.
Read full article on our website

Cardinal welcomes Instrumentum laboris 
for October’s Synod

Cardinal Vincent Nichols, President of the Catholic 
Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales, has issued 
a statement welcoming the Instrumentum laboris, 
the working document that will guide the work of the 
second session of the XVI Ordinary General Assembly 
of the Synod that will be held in Rome from 2 – 27 
October.

Statement: The title of this Instrumentum laboris is 
significant: How to be a missionary, Synodal, Church. 
The themes underlying the document are summed 
up in those two words: to be missionary and Synodal.

This is a welcome document which has clarity 
of purpose, firmness of foundations, refreshing 
perspectives and concrete pathways for development.

Its purpose is clear: to rekindle hope, to spark renewal 
in discipleship, to restore a missionary outreach in 
the Church on the basis of our common baptism and 
to do so through working and walking together. As 
is noted (para 3), the People of God are never simply 
the sum of the baptised. It is the ‘we’ of the Church, 
with its variety of gifts and responsibilities, reaching 
across history, always accompanied by Mary, Mother 
of the Church.

Firm theological foundations are offered, exploring 
and refreshing an understanding of baptism, of 
ordained ministry and recognising the richness of 
the Church as communion: communion of all the 
faithful; communion of the Churches; communion of 
the bishops; all gathered in the sign and source of 

unity: the Bishop of Rome.

The theme of ‘How to be a missionary Synodal Church’ 
is explored imaginatively in three dimensions: 
relations, pathways and places. ‘Relations’ presents 
ways in which gifts, charisms, roles, ministries 
can be understood and refreshed. ‘Pathways’ 
concentrates on formation in listening, for mission, 
for discernment and for decision-making. ‘Places’ 
recognises distinctiveness of place and plurality of 
cultures (our way of doing things), contemporary 
aspects such as urbanisation and mobility as well 
as the digital world. It explores ways of fashioning 
structures and communications which reach across 
these places and indeed embraces others whether in 
shared Christian faith or in different expressions of 
hope and belief.

In welcoming this Instrumentum laboris, I invite 
all who are wanting to understand the work of this 
forthcoming and continuing Synod of Bishops, and all 
that will flow from it, to read this document carefully 
and joyfully. It will repay careful consideration and, 
in its detail, indicate how this process in the Church 
is maturing and deepening.

Looking Ahead

School for Synodality

Our workshop series introduces the principles of 
holding prayerful, truthful and safe conversations 
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which value gracious listening and courageous 
speaking. It is suitable for all levels of experience 
including people who have not been involved in the 
Synod process so far.

Called to Serve: Diaconal Formation and 
forthcoming Ordinations

Martin Frain from St. Peter’s, Doncaster, and John 
Gilliver, from Bl. English Martyrs, Askern, will be 
ordained to the diaconate by Bishop Ralph at St. 
Marie’s Cathedral on 21 September 2024, at 11:00 am, 
having completed four years of formation. 

Third year student Ken Agwuh, from St. Paul’s, 
Cantley, and second year student Peter Holland, 
from Sacred Heart, Hillsborough, will be instituted 
by Bishop Ralph into the stable ministries of Acolyte 
and Lector respectively on 23 November 2024, at 6:00 
pm, at St. Paul’s, Cantley. Please pray for them as 
they continue to prepare to serve in the Diocese. All 
are welcome these two celebrations. 

Two new candidates have been accepted into formation 
for the Diocese Hallam, starting their formation this 
September. Formation for our diaconal students is 
delivered through a Northern Dioceses Formation 
Partnership, involving the seven dioceses in the North 
of England and Wrexham. 

The name deacon comes from the New Testament 
Greek word ‘diákonon’, which means ‘servant 
messenger’. This means a deacon is called to serve, 
like Christ, who came to serve, and not to be served. 
Therefore, the Diaconal Ministry is a sacramental 
ministry of service with three main functions: 

The Ministry of Charity especially to those in need in 
the Church and the wider community.
The Ministry of the Word ¬ proclaiming the Gospel as 
Christ’s messenger.

The Ministry of the Altar a distinct service at table in 
the liturgy

The Deacon has his roots in scripture and St Paul 
outlines the qualifications of the Deacon in his first 
letter to Timothy (1 Timothy 3:8-12). 

From the earliest days of the Church the Lord has 
called forward people to serve as ministers of the 
Word, of the Altar, and of Charity as Deacons. We pray 
that the presence of the Holy Spirit is felt by those 
discerning their call to the diaconate, and that they 
are guided towards making the right decision. We 
also pray for those preparing to receive the ministry 
of the diaconate, acolyte and lector.

If you require further information about the 
Permanent Diaconate in Hallam, please speak to 
your Parish Priest, (the Parish Deacon, if there is 
one), or contact the Assistant Director of Deacons 
responsible for Formation, Deacon Tony Strike, on 
e-mail: astrike@hallam-diocese.com

A Celebration for the Feast of Our Lady of 
Knock Event at Kirk Edge



Page 12July 28, 2024 DIOCESE OF HALLAM

An Invitation To Those celebrating a 
Significant Wedding Anniversary

INVITES All COUPLES  WHO HAVE MARRIED THIS YEAR OR WHO 
ARE CELEBRATING THEIR FIRST, TENTH, TWENTY FIFTH, 

FIFTIETH, SIXTIETH OR OTHER SIGNIFICANT ANNIVERSARY
to 

A DIOCESAN CELEBRATION of 
THE SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE

SATURDAY 28 SEPTEMBER 2024, 
12:00 Noon

St Peter's Catholic Church
Chequer Road, Doncaster  DN1  2AA

Bishop Ralph Heskett

Photo by wendel moretti: https://www.pexels.com/photo/man-and-woman-s-hands-on-top-of-ball-bouquet-1730877/

RSVP using this QR code
further details from   
marriagepreparation@hallam-diocese.com

Have you just got married during 2024 or are you 
celebrating a significant wedding anniversary- one, 
10, 25, 50 60 or more? If so, Bishop Ralph cordially 
invites you to join him at a diocesan celebration 
Mass in thanksgiving for the sacrament of Marriage 
on 28 September 2024 at St Peter’s, Chequer Road, 
Doncaster DN1 2AA at 12:00 followed by refreshments. 
If you would like to attend then please add your 
details to the Google form using the QR Code below. 
Further Details from marriagepreparation@
hallam-diocese.com

Boarbank Hall Programme for 2024

All  our residential events combine talks and 
discussions with Mass, Prayer of the Church and 
opportunity for personal prayer, in a context 
of friendship and community in our beautiful 
Cumbrian setting beside Morecambe Bay.

See full programme details on our website

Caritas News

CARMEL CARE – HILLSBOROUGH
We are now running Addiction Family Support on 
Saturdays at Carmel Care in Hillsborough. 
If you would like more information give Janet a call 
on 07927657462 or email jkent@hallam-diocese.com

VOLUNTEER WANTED 
We are still looking for a volunteer cook on Thursdays. 
The role involves obtaining ingredients (paid for by 
the Centre) preparing and cooking a nutritious meal 
(shepherds pie, chilli, stew etc), for those who use the 
Centre. 
If you or anyone you know may be interested in this 
role or getting involved in any other way, then please 
do not hesitate to contact Janet Kent (Carmel Care 
Centre coordinator) on 07927657462.
A role description can be requested by email from 
amandachapman@hallam-diocese.com

FACEBOOK
You can now keep up to date with what’s happening 
at Carmel Care  and at Caritas by following us on our 
facebook pages: 
	 Carmel Care Hillborough
	 Caritas Hallam


