Act of Worship

 “EXPECTATIONS”
Year 6
‘Advent, a time of joyful expectation of Christmas, the Word becoming a human person, Jesus.’
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Focal Point:
Advent wreath on “purple” table  
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Church’s Story 3 page 89-91





Wrapped presents 






Bible opened at Mark 1: 1-5 

                                                      Picture of the Annunciation (or God’s Story 3 p71)
Leader: Let’s begin our prayer In the name of the Father…
               Light the appropriate number of candles on the Advent Wreath
Reader: Advent is a time of joyful expectation, as we prepare to receive Jesus into our lives and to share this gift with others at Christmas and throughout the year. The progressive lighting of the candles on the Advent wreath symbolizes the expectation and hope surrounding our Lord’s first coming into the world and the anticipation of His second coming in glory at the end of time. 

Reader: The word Advent means “coming” or “arrival”. It reminds us of the anticipation and expectation over hundreds of years by the people of Israel for their Messiah and promised King – Emmanuel (God with us). 

Reader: We wait in expectation of the coming of Jesus, God made human, God with us, because God is always faithful and loving and keeps promises. 

Children may share some of the work they have done on ‘Expectations’ at this point if appropriate.

Reader: Mark begins his Gospel by referring to the Old Testament prophecy of Isaiah, which he applies to John the Baptist, the cousin of Jesus. In Mark’s Gospel it is John the Baptist who announces the expectation of the coming of Jesus, referring to the prophecy of Isaiah made hundreds of years earlier.
Sing a suitable Alleluia

Reader:
A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Mark.

All:

Glory to you Lord.
{The ‘Sign of the Cross’ is made on the head, lips and heart that we may think like Jesus, speak like Jesus and love like Jesus}

This is the Good News about Jesus Christ, the Son of God. It began as the prophet Isaiah had written: God said, ‘I will send my messenger ahead of you to open the way for you.’ 
Someone is shouting in the desert, ‘Get the road ready for the Lord; make a straight path for him to travel!’ 
So John appeared in the desert, baptising and preaching. ‘Turn away from your sins and be baptised, he told the people, and God will forgive your sins.’ 
Many people from the province of Judaea and the city of Jerusalem went out to hear John. They confessed their sins, and he baptized them in the Jordan River. 
The Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to You, Lord Jesus Christ

Leader: Let’s just pause for a moment in silence to reflect on how we can ‘get the road ready for the Lord’ during what’s left of our time of Advent? How can we prepare our hearts so that Jesus can expect to find a home in our hearts this Christmas?
Give out heart shapes

On your heart shapes write a prayer to Jesus letting him know how you will prepare your heart for his coming…………

Ask the children to repeat the following prayer 3 times:

‘Come into my heart Lord Jesus, there is room in my heart for you’ (x3)

Leader: On March 25th, the Church celebrates the special feast of the Annunciation. It is a time to stop and remember that God became a human being, Jesus – the Incarnation – and that Mary was his mother. That event continues to be remembered every day by the prayer called ‘the Angelus’. Angelus is the first word in Latin of this traditional prayer, it means ‘angel’. The prayer begins with recalling the Angel Gabriel’s greeting to Mary, telling her that she can expect to become the mother of Jesus. Let us pray the Angelus…….(Either give children cards with ‘the Angelus’ printed on it or use a pp)
Leader: The angel of the Lord declared unto Mary 
Response: And she conceived by the Holy Spirit 

All: Hail Mary... 

Leader: Behold the handmaid of the Lord 

Response: Be it done unto me according to your word 

All: Hail Mary... 

Leader: And the word was made flesh 

Response: And dwelt among us 

All: Hail Mary... 

Leader: Let us pray 

Pour forth, we beseech you, O Lord, your grace into our hearts: that we to whom the Incarnation of Christ your Son was made known by the message of an angel, may, by his Passion and Cross, be brought to the glory of his resurrection. Through the same Christ Our Lord. Amen.
Leader: Between now and Christmas day our hearts are full of expectation as we wait in joyful hope for the coming of Jesus. Let us continue trying to prepare our hearts for his coming by saying either our ‘Come into my heart’ prayer or the Angelus. 
Let us end our prayer as we began – In the name of the Father…
Sing a suitable, joyful and/or Advent hymn
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