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Act of Worship

“SIGNS AND SYMBOLS”

Year 2

Signs and symbols used in Baptism
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                        Focus point: 

                                            Bible opened at St. Matthew 5:14 –15
                                            God’s Story 2 p64
                                            Church’s Story 2 p34-5
                                            White cloth to cover the table
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                                            Bowl (and jug) of water   

                                            Tall white candle 

                                            Baptismal candle

                                            White shawl (or cloth)

                                            Container of oil

                                            Baby doll    

Leader: Welcome to our Act of Worship on “Signs and Symbols”.

              Let’s begin with our opening hymn, which tells us of some of the signs of the 

              changing seasons which appear through the year, and which can be felt 

 through our different senses. “Signs and Seasons” – Rejoice 1 (35) or any appropriate hymn.
Leader: All around us are many signs and symbols, some of which are written in 

              words, and some in pictures. Let’s just remind ourselves of some of those 

              which we see and hear most often. 
Signs and symbols children have identified in their work can be shared displayed and explained by children - or can be flashed on to an IWB as pictures or video clips and listened to on speakers.  
Reader 1: We have been thinking about some special symbols and their importance in the celebration of Baptism. When someone opens the door for you it means welcome. The open door of the church is a symbol of welcome for the baby. The priest says some words of welcome and makes the Sign of the Cross on the baby. He asks the parent what name they give their child. (Use the pictures from Church’s Story 2 pages 33-34 on the IWB) and makes the Sign of the Cross on the baby’s head and invites the parents and Godparents to do the same.
Reader 2: (Show Church’s Story 2 page 35). During a Baptism the priest reads from the Bible, telling the Good News of God’s love and care. The parents carry the baby to the font where the priest pours holy water on the baby’s head three times as he says the words; ‘I baptise you in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.’ The baby is now a member of the Church, a Christian, and is now alive with the life of Christ. The water is a symbol of that new life.

Reader 3: Athletes often use oil to massage their muscles and make them strong. Sometimes people use perfumed oil to moisturise their skin. Oil has healing properties. When someone becomes a king or a queen they are anointed with oil to show they are royal and that they promise to serve God and the people they rule.

After the Baptism in water the priest anoints the baby with the oil of chrism. That is special oil blessed by the Bishop on Holy Thursday. The oil is a symbol that the baby has the gift of the Holy Spirit and has been made holy, a special friend of Jesus

who is king.
Reader 4: Next the priest wraps a white garment around the baby. He explains that the white is a symbol that the baby is now a Christian and that with the help of family and friends will grow up to be like Jesus.
Reader 5: Show the pictures from Church’s Story 2 page 36-37 on the IWB. At the end of the ceremony of Baptism the priest says, “Receive the light of Christ.” The parent of the child then lights the candle from the Easter Candle (see picture on page 35). The priest tells the parents that they have been entrusted with this

light of Christ so they will help their child follow the light of Christ and keep the flame of faith alive in their hearts.

Finally everyone prays the Our Father, the family prayer of the Church, a sign that the baby is a new member of the family of Jesus.

Leader: Let’s listen to what Jesus has to say about how Christians should be recognised by the good things they do. In Baptism they receive special blessings and strength through the signs and symbols we have talked about to help them live good lives. 

Let us stand and sing ‘Alleluia’ to welcome the Gospel                     

Reader:  A reading from the Gospel according to Matthew

               Glory to you, O Lord

(remind the children to make the sign of the cross here; on their heads – to know and understand God’s Word; lips – to speak God’s Word and heart – to love God’s Word)  

Jesus said, “You are like a light for the whole world. Everyone can see a city, which is built on top of a hill. You cannot hide it. 

No one lights a lamp and then puts it under a bucket. The lamp is put where it can shine all around for everyone in the house. Your light must shine brightly for everyone. When people see the good things you do, they will give praise to God.

The Word of the Lord.

All: Thanks be to God.

                         

Leader: Jesus is telling us that Christians can show who they are by always being a good example to others; by standing out from the crowd by the way that we always choose to do the right thing. Believers in other faiths are also asked to do this. Think about ways in which you can do this at home and at school…………  

Leader: Now we shall call upon the Holy Spirit to help us to have the strength and courage to do these things - to behave like the “Anointed Ones”. Open our hands (palms upturned) and our hearts to his power, then let us all sing together “Spirit of the Living God” (or any appropriate hymn) 

 Leader: For our final prayer, let us join together to say the prayer given to us by Jesus himself. It is a prayer that reminds us we are all God’s children “Our Father…..”

Leader: Before we leave, let’s think again about how we will try to live so that 
              our good behaviour will stand out as an example to others, as we 

              sing our final hymn: “Signs of Jesus” – Rejoice 1 (36) or 

             “This Little Light of Mine” (or any appropriate hymn).    
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