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Act of Worship

‘WAITING’
Year 1
‘Advent: a time of waiting to celebrate Jesus’ coming at Christmas’.
[image: image2.png]


                               Focus point: Advent wreath 

                                                     Advent calendar                                                                            
                                                     Wrapped Christmas gift
                                                     Pictures of people waiting.
                                                     God’s Story 2 p 54-55
                                                     Bible (opened at Luke 1: 26-31) 

                                                     Church’s Story 2 p52 -55
Leader:
Let us light our Advent candle(s) and as we do remember that God is always with us and that the day we celebrate his birthday is getting nearer…We only have to wait for another …. days!
Let us sing a hymn to thank God for being with us.

{Sing a suitable Advent suitable hymn}.

Leader:

Let us look at our Advent wreath. The 4 candles stand for the 4 weeks of Advent. The white candle in the centre is a symbol of Jesus, the light of the world who comes to show God’s love for everyone. We celebrate his birthday on Christmas Day. Each week we light another candle as the day we celebrate Jesus’ birthday gets nearer and nearer. How many more days did we say we have to wait?
In our topic we have been talking about the times in our lives when it is necessary to wait and how we have used that time. The word Advent means ‘coming’ or ‘arrival’. It is a time of waiting for the birthday of Jesus. We are using our Advent Wreath and our Advent Calendar to help us during this time of waiting. If you look at the prayer focus you will notice the purple cloth - the colour used by the Church in Advent. Purple is a sign of penance as God’s people patiently await the arrival of Jesus. We also listened to some stories in the Bible about waiting for Jesus’ birth.
Children may now share some of the work they have done (and perhaps talk about how they use the Advent calendar and Advent wreath).
Sit quietly for a moment and look at the wreath. Think about what you like best about waiting to celebrate Jesus’ birthday and why……
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     Reader: 
    During Advent we remember that Mary had to wait for the birth of Jesus Let us listen now to the story of how Mary was visited by God’s special messenger called Gabriel and was asked to be the mother of Jesus. When Mary said ‘yes’ she had to wait 9 months before Jesus was born. This story was written down by a man called Saint Luke, a follower of Jesus. But before we listen let’s welcome the Gospel and sing ‘Alleluia’.

{Sing a suitable Alleluia}

Reader:  A reading from the Holy Gospel According to Luke.

              Glory to You O Lord.

{The ‘Sign of the Cross’ is made on the head, lips and heart that we may think like Jesus, speak like Jesus and love like Jesus}

God sent a messenger named Gabriel, to a young woman called Mary. She lived in Nazareth and was going to be married to Joseph. Gabriel said:

“Rejoice, Mary, God has blessed you

and God is very close to you.”

Mary did not understand these words. She was worried, and wondered what it all meant. Then Gabriel said:

“Don’t be afraid, Mary, You have pleased God very much …Listen! You are going to have a baby. His name will be Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of God. Your cousin Elizabeth is also having a baby. People thought she was too old

but she is already six months pregnant. God can do anything.”

Then Mary said:

“I want to please God. I am happy to do whatever God wants.”

And Gabriel left her.

(based on Luke 1:26-31,38)
The Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to You, Lord Jesus Christ 

Leader:
Let us say a litany prayer together. The response is: “We praise You,                            

                                                                                                      Lord.”

All:

We praise You, Lord.



You chose Mary to be the mother of Jesus.

All:

We praise You, Lord.



You chose Mary to be our mother, too.

All:

We praise You, Lord.



Mary waited patiently for the birth of Jesus.

All:

We praise You, Lord.



Mary helps us to wait patiently for the birth of Jesus, too.

All:

We praise You, Lord.



Jesus’ birthday is good news for the whole world.

All:

We praise You, Lord.

 Open a window on the Advent Calendar                         
 Leader: Tonight before bed think about what we have just read and ask God to help you wait patiently for Christmas and to use our Advent waiting time well by praying and being kind and helpful towards others.
 Now, let’s watch the candles on the Advent Wreath glow as we wait for the time when we celebrate Jesus’ birthday, let’s sing together -

 “Soon it will be time”  - Rejoice 1 (56) (or another appropriate hymn).
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