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Act of Worship

“NEIGHBOURS”

Year 1
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Focal Point:
Collage of a sheet



List of neighbours put together by children



Globe of the world/CAFOD Hunger Cloth



Candle





Bible (open at Matthew 5:43-45)





Any work done by the children on “Neighbours”.

Leader:  
(If there is enough space arrange the group in a circle).  As we gather together, 

close your eyes put out your hands to the side and find someone else’s hand on 

your right and left.  We call the people we are touching our neighbours!



Now we can say “Good morning” to each other and join in our first song.


(“Everywhere there’s a friend to meet” from REJOICE 1:21 or another 


appropriate song)

“Give a smile, give a hand to shake…”  Think quietly about some of the ways you show others that you are their friend and neighbour.  Think of the ways you use

your hands… your feet… your words…

Perhaps it would be appropriate to sing at this point, reminding children that God’s Story talks about God holding us in the palm of his hand…

Leader:
Let us sing together “He’s got the whole world in his hand” (HON 209)
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Now we are going to listen to some words of Jesus when he was speaking to the people about God, his Father. We greet the Gospel by singing Alleluia
.


    

Leader:
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew.

All:

Glory to you, Lord.
“Look at the sun.  It shines on everyone.  Think about the rain.  It rains on everyone.  That’s because God takes care of everyone, no matter who they are, or where they came from, or what they are like.
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God loves even those who do not love him.  If you want to be like God, then you must do the same.”

Leader:
The word of the Lord.

All:

Thanks be to God
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God loves everyone!  Can you think of some people who are not on your lists of neighbours? … not in your street?  Close your eyes and think of all

the pictures you have seen (at school or at home… in newspapers… on T.V… assemblies at school… at church).  God is asking us to show love and care for them.

Litany:
Invite the children to pray for their neighbours near and far. Remind the chikdren how everyone responded as neighbours to the people of South-East Asia after the tsunami disaster. (Prompt each kind of need)

Reader:
There are hungry people….



Lord hear us…

All:

Lord, graciously hear us.


Reader:
There are thirsty people…



Lord hear us…

All:

Lord, graciously hear us.
Reader:
There are homeless people…



Lord hear us…

All:

Lord, graciously hear us.

Reader:
There are lonely people…



Lord hear us…

All:

Lord, graciously hear us.

Reader:
There are sick people…

Lord hear us…

All:

Lord, graciously hear us.





Leader:  Lord God, help us to care for others the way you do.  Help us 




to always be kind and generous to everyone, especially those in need of

                                    our help and friendship,

Final Song:

From the book “Someone’s Singing Lord”

“When I needed a neighbour”  (35) or
“Think of a world”  (15) or

“Kumba-ya” (23)
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