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Act of Worship



God’s People



Year 4
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                     Focal Point: Bible (open at Colossians 3:10-11)
                                   Candles of different shapes and sizes 


  Class Book of Qualities (or individual children’s books)



  Images of people we admire



  Images of Oscar Romero, Mother Teresa, Martin Luther King
Reader: As we gather we sing (a gathering hymn e.g. Circle Song, Come Gather and Praise, Gather Us)
We make the Sign of the Cross together, remembering that we come together as the family of God, as God’s people.
All: “In the name of the Father,………………………”

Reader: We remember we are all special as we bring forward our Book of Qualities 
Each one of us is unique.
               Unique in his or her family.

                              Unique in the world today.

                                      Unique in history.                   (Taken from ”Church’s Story“3 -p10) 

Reader: One of the early followers of Jesus was St. Paul.  He travelled widely through many countries in the Eastern Mediterranean and his mission was to preach the message of God’s never-ending love for everyone, no matter which country they came from, or which religious beliefs they had previously held.

                  Reader: After Paul had visited a place where he converted people to Christianity, he  

                          would keep in touch with the new Christians by sending them letters. One of the  

                          places that he kept writing to was the city of Colossae. In this letter he tries to explain to the people why they should accept that God made them different for  good reasons, and that they should also celebrate that, as well as what they have in common .  
Reader: A reading from St. Paul’s letter to the Colossians 3:10-11 (adapted)

You are created by God to be like God. You are God’s people, his saints. He loves you. You are all different. You come from different places; speak in different ways; have different customs. But the important thing is that you are all God’s children. So love one another, help one another, be at peace with one another. And let the love of Jesus fill your hearts and your minds.

The Word of the Lord.

All: Thanks be to God.


                    Reader: Let’s take time to reflect quietly on those words of St. Paul. 

                                           He called the people of Colossae, “God’s saints”, and pointed out that they  

should appreciate that they were all God’s children although they were different. Think of a way in which you know you are different from others. Take time to appreciate that difference and thank God for this thing, which, in some way, distinguishes you from the others around you. Let us remember that no matter what our differences are we are all God’s children and called to love one another.
Reader: As well as the people of Colossae, over the centuries the Church has canonised many famous saints. These were people who show us what God is like. Their holiness stands out so much that it was recognised by the people of the Church. 

Reader: During our topic we have learnt about people in recent times who have lived out their beliefs and showed the love of Jesus in their lives: Archbishop Oscar Romero who died for his belief; Blessed Teresa of Calcutta who served the poor in India; Martin Luther King who led the Civil Rights movement in America, teaching people the message of Christ to love their enemies.

Reader: We know we are all called to be saints. At the Big Assembly in 2010 Pope Benedict invited us to grow in holiness and become saints by entering into friendship with God. We can do this by helping those in need, by being kind and generous and to come to know God better through reading the Bible and prayers. We cannot do these things on our own. We need to ask for God’s help. 
Let’s pray to God together for some of the qualities which would help us to live like the Church’s saints. 
The response is: “Let me be like your saints”.
Reader:  In the way I follow the teachings of Jesus.                                                Response.
Reader: In the way I show love to others.                                                                 Response.

Reader: In the way I respect and value the differences of others.                          Response.
Reader: In having the determination to live my life as Jesus wants me to.              Response.
Reader:  In having the courage to acknowledge God in my life.       

          Response.
All: Dear God, you know how hard it is to be a saint, help me to do my best to be one of the saints of your Church today. Amen. 

             Reader: As we go out trying to live as children of God let us end with our family prayer
             All: Our Father …
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