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SOURCES

Year 6

The Bible as the story of God’s love for his people.
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                            Focal Point:  Table covered by cloth

 Examples of different types of books and some of the                              children’s reviews




Stand (support for Bible)

To be carried into the liturgy: 
Large (adult) Bible 

                                           
2 candles
Leader: We gather In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit Amen.
Opening hymn: “Light, Truth and Joy” – Rejoice 2 (18) or a Gathering hymn
Leader: Welcome to our liturgy, where we will celebrate what we have learned about some very special books. Among them are some of the books you see here. Some are favourites chosen by yourselves; fact and fiction, poetry and humour. We’ve also researched the most important book of all – the Bible.
As quiet music plays, a group of children process into the room carrying the large Bible - led by children carrying lighted candles. The Bible is placed on the stand, the candles are placed on the focal table.

Reader: We have found out that Bible means book, although it is actually a collection of books or writings which tell us of the history of God’s relationship with the Jewish people before the time when Jesus lived, in the Old Testament, and of the life, works and words of Jesus and his earliest followers, who were guided by the Holy Spirit, in the New Testament. 

Reader: It took hundreds of years for the different books of the Bible to be written; together they show the story of God’s love told by the people of God. The main types of books were: the Historical writings; the Psalms, which are poems and hymns of praise to God; and the Proverbs, or wise sayings, which were used to guide people in their everyday lives; the Gospels, or Good News, which recorded memories about Jesus and those whose lives he changed; the Acts of the Apostles, and letters from the friends of Jesus to their followers.

Reader: We are now going to listen a reading from one of those letters, which explains how Scripture can help us to live a life of hope, following the example of Jesus.
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Reader: A reading from the letter of Saint Paul to the Romans.

Everything written in the scriptures was written to teach us, in order that we might have hope through the patience and encouragement which the Scriptures give us. And may God the source of patience and encouragement, enable you to have the same point of view among yourselves by following the example of Christ Jesus, so that all of you may praise with one voice the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.        

Reader: The Word of the Lord
All: Thanks be to God
Leader: Let us reflect quietly for a few moments on the presence of God in the words of Scripture. We remember those people who, inspired by the Holy Spirit, ensured that God’s messages were given to us.  Let us remember too, the many blessings, which God has given to us, especially that of Jesus. 

Silent pause

Reader: Let us join together in prayers of thanks, to which the response is: 

         “We thank you, God.” (These prayers could be illustrated and displayed on a screen)


Reader: For our Holy Scriptures which tell us of God’s love for us.
All: We thank you, God.
Reader:  For the writers of our faith story.

All: We thank you, God.

Reader: For the coming of Jesus, the Word of God.

All: We thank you, God.
Reader: For those who help us to understand 

              God’s message of love and forgiveness. 
All: We thank you, God.
                   Leader:  Let us join together in our final hymn - “Like A Lamp” Rejoice 2 – (20)
                           As quiet music plays the Bible is carried from the focus area to the door  

                          and  held – or placed upon a stand – near the exit.      

Leader: Before we leave, let us pray these words together:- 

All: May the Word of God be written on our hearts, minds and memories and stay with us always.

Leader: As you leave, I would like to invite you to touch the Bible reverently with your fingertips – then touch your forehead and heart – to remind you of where you want the Word of God to remain, in our minds and hearts.
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit Amen.
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