Act of Worship

Year 6
HEALING

“Healing – The Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick”

                            Focus table:     Table with candle

                                                  Pictures of nurse/doctor/carers/hospice etc.                                                                        “Golden Rul                               Picture of Lourdes
                                                  Oil (ideally borrow Oil of the Sick from Priest)
                                                  Church’s Story 3 pages 70-71
                                                  Bible (open at James 5)
                                                  Any work done on the topic         
Leader: We begin our liturgy on ‘Healing’ by lighting our candle and remembering that God is present in our gathering……
Leader: We gather together In the name of the Father…

The grace of Our Lord Jesus Christ and love of God and fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And with your spirit

Now let’s join together to sing our opening hymn: 

             ‘Lay your hands’ (or another appropriate hymn)
Leader: Children, as well as adults, can become sick and have need of care. We have been reflecting on and appreciating the care and compassion that so many people offer in caring for the sick and those in need -  at home, in hospices or hospitals. We have been thinking about why they do it and what their inspiration is.

Children may share any work done in ‘Explore’

Reader: From the very beginning of Jesus’ ministry, he was concerned with the sick and needy. He never turned anyone away even when he was tired and weary. He told stories such as the parable of the Good Samaritan which shows the care and compassion with which we should treat each other. Caring for the sick is a Christian responsibility.
Reader: When Jesus sent out his disciples to preach the Good News they anointed with oil many who were sick and cured them.
The anointing with oil is a symbol of healing and is used in the Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick. This is a sacrament for anyone who is seriously ill. St James in his letter makes reference to the Anointing of the Sick. Let’s listen to his words…

Reader: A reading from the Letter of James 

Are any of you ill? Let him call for the elders of the church, and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord. And the prayer of faith will save the one who is sick, and the Lord will raise him up. And if he has committed sins, he will be forgiven.

Reader: The Word of the Lord.

        All: Thanks be to God.

 
If appropriate children may share work done in ‘Reveal’
Leader: We will now anoint one another with oil asking God to bless us, strengthen us and bring us healing in body, mind and soul. 
(With a small amount of olive oil in a dish, make the Sign of the Cross on one anothers’ foreheads, with words like:  (name)…May God bring you strength and healing. (If some children do not wish to do this, that should be respected. Depending on the class and/or numbers you may prefer to let adults do the anointing. Simply change the introduction to the anointing above to reflect this. In other words, organise as appropriate!).

Leader:  Reader: It is a Christian responsibility to care for and pray for the sick. We will try to remember anyone we know who is sick in our prayers every night before bed. But now we also pray….

For those who are sick: Lord, bring them hope and courage
For their family and friends: Lord, bring them strength

and comfort
For those who care for anyone in need: Lord give them

kindness and compassion

We pray especially (insert the names of those you want to

pray for at this time) …………..: Lord be with them
(Add any other prayers)
Leader:  Let us end our celebration by giving praise to God who brings us healing as we say together

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, as it was in the beginning is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen
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