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Act of Worship
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Year 1
BEING SORRY
 “God helps us to choose well and be sorry. God forgives us.”
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                            Focus table:     Table with candle and purple cloth
                                                  Thank you/sorry cards for children to collect at end of                              

                                                  the liturgy  
                                                  Church’s Story 2 page 45
                                                  God’s Story 2 p70-71
                                                  Bible (open at Luke 19:1-10)
                                                  Any work done on the topic         
Leader: We begin our liturgy on ‘Being Sorry’ by lighting our candle and remembering that God is always with us and loves us no matter what we do……
We gather In the name of the Father…
Leader: Now let’s join together to sing our opening hymn: 

            “One Golden Rule” (49 Rejoice 1) or another appropriate hymn
Readers 1: We have been thinking about how to make good choices;

2. How it is sometimes hard to say sorry when you have made a wrong choice; 
3. How sometimes it can be hard to forgive someone else when their choice hurts you 

4. And how we are glad when others forgive us.
                              Children may share any work done in ‘Explore’

Reader: Jesus was gathering a group of people to help him spread the Good News. He did not choose people who did nothing wrong but those who would follow him faithfully and would be sorry for what they had done. Zacchaeus the tax collector was one of those people. Before we hear what happened let’s sing ‘Alleluia’ to greet the gospel.
Reader: A reading from the Holy Gospel According to Luke 

Glory to You, O Lord
(We make the sign of the cross on our forehead, lips and heart, in preparation to hear the Good News of the Gospel. We make the sign of the cross on our foreheads to show we believe in God’s Word, on our lips to show we try to speak God’s Word to others, and on our hearts to show we love God’s Word and will try to live a good life).   
Zacchaeus was lonely, but then he never expected to be anything else. After all, he was a chief tax collector and nobody liked tax collectors. His job was to collect the people’s money for the Romans. Everyone hated him for it, and he paid them back whenever he could by taking too much money and then keeping it for himself. No wonder he was rich! But then that didn’t make him any less lonely. One day, there was a crowd gathered in the streets of Jericho because Jesus was passing through. Zacchaeus wanted to see Jesus, but he couldn’t because he was a small man. He ran ahead of the crowd and climbed up a sycamore tree. He could see Jesus quite clearly now. Jesus came near the tree, looked up at Zacchaeus and said,
 “Hurry down, Zacchaeus. I want to stay at your house today.” 
Zacchaeus couldn’t get down fast enough! His heart was beating fast, he was so full of joy. He could hear some of them muttering and complaining.
 “He has gone to stay at a sinner’s house,” they said.
 Zacchaeus looked at Jesus.
 “Look, sir,” he said, “I’m going to give half my belongings to the poor and if I have cheated anybody, I will pay him back four times the amount.” 
Jesus smiled at him and said,
 “I am glad, Zacchaeus. This is indeed a happy day for you because I have come to your house today specially to help you change, so that you will please my Father.” 
The Gospel of the Lord

Praise to You Lord Jesus Christ

Leader: When we make wrong choices like Zacchaeus did, we need to show that we are sorry in some way.  Let us pray quietly for a moment and during our prayer perhaps you would like to make a silent promise to God - that next time you choose to do the wrong thing, you will say sorry to the people you hurt and say sorry to God………
If appropriate children may share work done in ‘Reveal’

Leader:  Ask the children to take a card in the shape of a thought bubble, with the words ‘Sorry!’ on one side and ‘Thank you!’ on the other. 
Take your card home and keep it under your pillow. When you go to bed, think about the good things that have happened and say, ‘Thank you!’ to God for them. Then think about the wrong choices you have made and say ‘Sorry!’

Leader:  Now we will end our liturgy by praying a sorry prayer together.
God, our Father, thank you for loving me.

I am sorry for the times I have not shown love to others. Help me always to live like Jesus.

Amen.
Sing any appropriate hymn.
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