Act of Worship

WITNESS

Year 6
‘Pentecost; the Holy Spirit enables people to witness to the Easter message.
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Focal point: 
Cross

(Paschal) Candle

Spring flowers/blossom

Pictures of the Pope and other modern day witnesses
Bible opened at Acts 6: 6 – 7: 6
God’s Story 3 page 138 
 - any work done on the topic
Leader:
Let us begin our prayer time together by lighting our special Easter candle to remind us of the “good news” we are called to share and witness to through the power of the Holy Spirit… that Jesus is risen and shares his transforming life with us…

Reader:        By making the Sign of the Cross Christians are witnessing to their belief that God loved us so much he sent his Son who died on the cross but rose to new life by the power of the Holy Spirit. So let us pray: In the name of the Father…
Reader:        We have been exploring the courage that is sometimes needed to be a witness and stand up for what you know is right and good.. 
Children may share some work completed in ‘Explore’………
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Reader: After the coming of the Holy Spirit, the number of those who became Christians grew so the early Church needed to be organised. One of the important works of those early Christians was to care for the poor as Jesus had done. The apostles were busy preaching and teaching so they

needed help. Stephen was one of the people chosen to help in the distribution of food so that the apostles could continue to spread the word of God. The people chosen had to be filled with the Holy Spirit to undertake this work. Stephen was the first deacon, deacons are called to serve and witness to the Word of God. The word “deacon” is taken from the Greek

word meaning ‘service’. Eventually Stephen was arrested and sentenced to death for witnessing to the Good News of Jesus. Stephen was the first Christian martyr. A martyr is a person who holds to a belief so strongly that he/she is willing to die for it. Such was the faith that Stephen had in Jesus.

Here is the story of Stephen from the Acts of the Apostles

A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles
Stephen, filled with the power of God’s Spirit, did marvellous work among the Jewish people in Jerusalem who had come from North Africa and Asia. Many of them were in Jerusalem on pilgrimage. Some of them tried to argue with Stephen but they found it too difficult. Stephen was very wise and the Holy Spirit was with him. They were angry and told lies about Stephen.

They turned the scribes and elders against him as well as some of the people. Stephen was arrested. When Stephen stood up in court he spoke for a long time about the ways in which they had refused to listen to God and to God’s messengers.

He told the judge and the people about Jesus but they did not want to listen. They put their hands over their ears. Then they charged at him and dragged him outside the city. There they threw stones at him until he was dead.

A young man called Saul watched. He was taking care of their cloaks. Before he died Stephen said:
 “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit. Do not blame them for what they have done.”

Reader:
The Word of the Lord.

All:

Thanks be to God.
Reader: Through Baptism and Confirmation, Christians receive the gift of the Holy Spirit and are called to be people who spread the Easter message and to be witnesses in our world today. There are many ways of being a witness – by prayer, our words, our life and kind deeds. 

The children may share work done in ‘Reveal’
We ask the Holy Spirit to give us the courage to be true witnesses.

Reader: The response to the litany is, Send your Spirit, Lord.

                                                             Send your Spirit, Lord

Reader: To help me to always show kindness to others.                        
Send your Spirit, Lord.                                                           

Reader: To help me to share with those who don’t have as much as me.       Send your Spirit, Lord

Reader: To help me to only speak well of those I know                        
Send your Spirit, Lord.                                         

Reader: To help me to offer help to those who are in need.                            Send your Spirit, Lord.                                      

Reader: To help me to remember to speak to you often.                                 Send your Spirit, Lord.                                                        
Reader: To help me to speak to others about my belief in God.                                 Send your Spirit, Lord.                                                        
All: Dear God, with your help I am able to carry out the most difficult tasks. Give me the courage to follow your teachings and live my life as a follower of Jesus who always stands out as a good example to others. Amen.

Reader: Our school’s name (and badge) marks us out in our community as being friends of Jesus and witnesses to the Catholic faith. 
Today we are going to design our own badge which we could wear to show 

that we too are empowered by the Holy Spirit to witness to the good news of the gospel.
Final Prayer: We give praise to God as we say together: 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

End the liturgy with an appropriate song/hymn such as Rejoice 2:75 “Spread the Message”, “All over the World”,  “Sing it in the Valleys” or “Alleluia, alleluia! Give thanks”... HON 14
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