Act of Worship
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Image of Christ and his apostles

Candles (one bigger than the rest)


Bible (opened at Luke 4:14-22)


(Create a reflective atmosphere with some quiet music)

Leader: We gather In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit Amen.

Good morning everyone.  We will first light one candle to show that Jesus, whom Christians call, ‘the light of the world’ is with us in a special way.  At this time of year, during this season, we are very aware that we need light in the darkness.

We have been finding out about the mission of Jesus and how he called others, like the Apostles, to follow him. We know that the mission of Jesus continues today and that our Bishop ____ looks after our diocese of _______, following the example of Jesus the Good Shepherd.
As we light the other candles, quietly, in your hearts, thank God for all Church leaders and the work they do leading Christians towards God and towards unity.
(Choose some children to light the rest of the candles)
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Leader:
We’re going to hear a story now told by Luke about the time when 

many people began to realise that there was something special 

about Jesus.
We greet the Gospel with the Alleluia

Reader:
A reading from the Holy Gospel according to St Luke

All:

Glory to you, Lord.

Jesus, filled with the Holy Spirit, returned to Galilee.  News about him spread all through that place.  He came to Nazareth where he had been brought up and went into the synagogue as he usually did.  He stood up to read.
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He was given a scroll of the prophet Isaiah.  He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it is written:  “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me for he has chosen me to bring good news to the poor, to heal the broken hearted…  He has sent me to free those who are oppressed in any way.”  He rolled up the scroll, gave 

it back to the scroll-keeper and sat down.  All the people in the synagogue 

were looking at him as he said: “These words are coming true today 

while you are hearing them being read.”

Everyone was impressed by him and marvelled at 

the powerful words he spoke.

Reader:
The Gospel of the Lord

All:

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ
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heal the broken hearted… Think of some words that struck you in the story. This was at the beginning of Jesus’ mission, his work on earth. Can you remember something Jesus did during his ministry which made a difference to someone? (Pause)
Leader:
Let us remember those who carry on the work of Jesus.
Reader:
We pray for our Pope Benedict



that he may continue to lead the Catholic Church 
following the example of Peter.
Lord hear us

All:

Lord graciously hear us.

Reader:
We pray for our bishop,



that he may guide all our 

parish families. Lord hear us

All:

Lord graciously hear us
Reader:
We pray for all Christians, 

remembering that we are all 

one in Jesus Christ. Lord hear us
All:

Lord graciously hear us.









Perhaps we could think of how we are called to carry on Christ’s work today. Think for a moment of how you can live out Jesus’ mission in a simple way each day. 

End the prayer time with an appropriate hymn, eg Christ Be Our Light, Go Tell Everyone
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit Amen.
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