
Religious Education in Hallam Diocesan Primary Schools (Joint Denomination)
Additional Guidance for Primary School Governing Bodies, Headteachers and Religious Education Subject Leaders

Policy of Bishop Ralph Heskett
Diocese of Hallam Schools Department
Given the continuing media interest in the place of “Faith Schools”, and the place of religious education in our Diocesan Schools, Governing bodies and staff of diocesan schools are encouraged to acknowledge the significance of the Instrument of Government for each of our schools.  To avoid any confusion, colleagues are asked to note that each one of our diocesan aided schools and academies has been designated by the Secretary of State as being “a school with a religious character.”  This designation is enshrined in law in the school’s Instrument of Government.  
The school is to be conducted as a Catholic school in accordance with the Canon Law and teachings of the Roman Catholic Church and as a Church of England School in accordance with the teachings of the Church of England in partnership with the churches at parish/deanery and diocesan level.


a)
Religious Education is to be in accordance with:-


i)
the teachings, doctrines, discipline and general and particular norms of the                          
Roman Catholic Church and



ii)
the teachings of the Church of England.


b)
Religious worship is to be in accordance with:-



i)
the rites, practices, discipline and liturgical norms of the Roman 




Catholic Church and



ii)
the rites, practices, discipline and liturgical norms of the Church 
of 




England

And at all times the school is to serve as a witness to Our Lord Jesus Christ.

The school aims to serve its community by providing an education of the highest quality within the context of Christian belief and practice.  It encourages an understanding of the meaning and significance of faith, and promotes Christian values through the experience it offers to all its pupils.

In light of this statement within the Instrument of Government, Hallam Diocesan schools are to provide Religious Education for all of their pupils, including those on post 16 courses.  In this context, religious education is a taught programme, which is distinct from liturgy, prayer and the general Catholic life of the school.  The Bishop has reaffirmed his requirement and expectation that 10% of the length of the taught week for each key stage of education up to Key Stage 4 be devoted to Religious Education in all schools.
It is Diocesan policy that primary schools will fulfil our Bishop’s requirement by using the ‘Come and See’ Religious Education programme, supplemented by additional material as appropriate.   Schools will follow the programme guidelines, including those for the teaching of other world faiths and for the assessment of pupils’ learning.  The Diocesan Schools’ Department, working collaboratively with other diocesan advisers and colleagues in diocesan schools, will provide additional advice and resources as appropriate.
Each school’s Religious Education policy will be rooted in the educational vision of the Diocese, the school’s ethos statement and their unique mission.  A model policy; draft job description of the Religious Education subject leader and guidelines for monitoring are available from the Schools’ Department. The Religious Education subject leader will work in close co-operation with the headteacher, named governor, parents, senco, parish priest or parish representative as appropriate.
The governing body is required to regularly monitor religious education and ensure necessary allocation of time, resources and accommodation for the subject.  The governors will be involved in the school self evaluation process through the development of the diocesan self evaluation form (DSEF).  They will receive annual reports on the development of the religious education within their school.
Revised May 2018  

