Act of Worship

‘GATHERING’ 
EYFS 1 and 2
“[image: image1.png]


The joy of gathering together to celebrate Mass”

Focal point:

Candle

                                 Bible (opened at Mark 10:13-16 and God’s Story 1 p 30-31)

                                 Church’s Story 1 p24-25
Any work the children have done on ‘Gathering’ 


Leader:

God is with us all the time and he promised to be with us especially when we gather together to pray. The sign of the cross reminds us that God is with us and loves us so let us begin our prayer together ‘In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.   
Let us sing our gathering hymn – ‘Come and join the Circle’ (or any   appropriate hymn).
We have been thinking about all the things that we do together.

Here the children may share some of the work done in ‘Explore’ eg a chart of ‘All we do Together’ or a game played together.
We have also learned about how the parish family gather together for Mass. When they gather together they listen to God’s Word. Let’s listen together to God’s Word now .It’s the story St Mark tells us about how Jesus welcomed the children who gathered around him. 
Let’s sing ‘Alleluia’ to greet the Gospel (unless it is Lent when the ‘Alleluia is not proclaimed)
A reading from the Holy Gospel According to Mark
Glory to You O Lord

People brought their little children to Jesus. They wanted

Jesus to put his hand on the children and bless them.

Jesus’ friends told the people off for annoying him, but when

Jesus heard his friends, he was cross.

He said to them, “Let the little children come to me. Don’t

stop them. Little people like these need God’s blessing.”

Then Jesus put his arms round the little children, put his

hand on their heads, and blessed them. 

The Gospel of the Lord

Praise to You Lord, Jesus Christ

Use the picture in God’s Story 1 p30-31

Look!

What do you see?

What are the children doing?

What are the people doing?

What is Jesus doing?


Would you like to be there too? Why?

What did the people want Jesus to do?

Why was Jesus cross?

What did Jesus say?

What did he do?

What does the story tell you about Jesus?
The children may share some of the work they have done in ‘Reveal’ on gathering – paintings, pictures of a church visit etc…
                                 Leader:
Let us pray a ‘thank you’ litany together. 

A ‘thank you’ litany is when someone thanks God for something and we all say Thank you God:

All:
Thank you God.
For the fun we have when we gather together to play
Thank you God.

For always welcoming us
Thank you God.

For the joy of gathering to listen to God’s Word
Thank you God.

For the happiness we feel when we gather together to sing 
Thank you God.


Leader:

Think if there’s anything else you want to thank God for and if there is then - say it silently inside your own head.

 

(or invite the children to pray out loud.)

                    (Pause)

Something we did at the beginning of our prayer reminds us that God is with us - ‘The Sign of the Cross’. Before we make the sign of the cross again let us try to remember that before we go to bed tonight we’ll think again about the story of how Jesus welcomed the children………….Now let us end our prayer by saying:

All:
In the name of the Father

And of the Son

And of the Holy Spirit

Amen.
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