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‘VOCATION & COMMITMENT’

Year 6
Commitment in life and vocation to the priesthood and religious life
                                   Focal point:  candle 
                                  Oil
                                  Bible opened at John 1:35-41

                                                         pictures of people in various jobs
                                                         pictures of priests/religious
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                                                         bowl of water

                                                         white garment   

 Leader: As we light this candle, let us remember Jesus’ promise that he would always be with us. As we gaze upon the candle we remember his faithfulness to that promise….
Sing the opening hymn: “Not Alone” – Rejoice 2 (34) or any appropriate hymn 

Reader 1: Whatever you do in life, you need commitment to do it well. Everyone needs commitment, whatever their job or role. It is not only the high-profile jobs that require it. Whether you are a cleaner or a scientist, you can be committed and do your job really well. In our topic, ‘Vocation and Commitment’ we have been learning particularly about the commitment needed by those who are called to the priesthood and religious life.

Leader:  See Church’s Story 3 p20-23
Through the sacrament of baptism all Christians are called to share in the mission of Jesus. Jesus’ mission was to make known God’s love for everyone and show people that living in God’s way brings love, justice and peace for the entire world. There are many different ways of carrying out this mission. God calls each of us to a particular vocation in life. ‘Vocation’ means ‘calling’ – that is responding to the call of Jesus. In our topic on ‘Life Choices’ we have been thinking about the vocation to the priesthood and religious life.
        Children may share some of the work they have completed on this topic.
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As Jesus began to prepare for his mission, he was first baptised by John the Baptist. The reassurance from God his heavenly Father that he was loved gave Jesus the courage to begin his mission. In order to help him spread the Good News of God’s love he called people to be his apostles. Here is the story of Jesus calling Andrew and Simon that we read in John’s Gospel. 
Let us sing ‘Alleluia’ to greet the Gospel

A reading from the Holy Gospel According to John

Glory to You, O Lord.
Sign head, lips and heart with the sign of the cross

The next day John the Baptist was standing there again with two of his disciples, when he saw Jesus walking by. 
‘There is the Lamb of God!’ he said. 
The two disciples heard him say this and followed Jesus. Jesus turned, saw them following him, and asked, ‘What are you looking for?’ 
They answered, ‘Where do you live, Rabbi?’ (This word means ‘Teacher’.) 
‘Come and see,’ he answered. (It was then about four o’clock in the afternoon.) So they went with him and saw where he lived, and spent the rest of that day with him. 
One of them was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. At once he found his brother Simon and told him, ‘We have found the Messiah’. (This word means Christ.) Then he took Simon to Jesus. 
The Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to You, Lord Jesus Christ.
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 All Christians, whatever their vocation live out their commitment to following Jesus. 

Reflect for a moment in silence on how you think God is calling you to serve him today…..

What do you think you can do to be more committed in your love and service of others……

So let us ask him in our prayers to give us the grace and the 

power we need  to do the best that we can in His Name. 

 Reader: The response is “Give us the power, O Lord”

Reader: To help us to be faithful and committed servants. 

Response: “Give us the power, O Lord”.

Reader: To help us be faithful friends and followers of Jesus. 
Response: “Give us the power, O Lord”.

Reader:  To help us share the good news with others. 

Response: “Give us the power, O Lord”.

Reader: To help us find the peace of Christ in our lives. 

Response: “Give us the power, O Lord”.

Reader: To help us love one another as you love us.

Response: “Give us the power, O Lord”.

                        
Leader:  Before we leave our celebration today, let us anoint one another with oil on our hands and ask that the Lord will bless our hands to help them to serve him well. 

As the children are anointed play quiet music. The anointing takes place by children making the sign of the cross on a partner’s hands with oil and saying…

‘May God bless these hands and use them to serve him well.’
You may want the adults in class to do all the anointing or invite in a priest. Alternatively children or adults can simply make the sign of the cross without oil.

Place cotton wool in a glass dish and pour oil into the cotton wool. Have paper hankies available! 
.

Leader: Let us go in peace to love and serve the Lord.

             Thanks be to God.

           End with a suitable hymn
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