Act of Worship

‘OURSELVES’
Year 5

Ourselves – made in the image and likeness of God
Focal point:

Lighted candle

Bible (opened at Genesis 1:26-31)

God’s Story 3 p10-11

Cross

Any work the children have done on ‘Ourselves’
Leader: The sign of the cross reminds us of God’s love so let’s begin our prayer in the name of Father….
God is present in all of creation. Let us light our candle to remind us of God’s presence…

In our topic we have reflected on who we are and the gifts and talents we have. We know we are special because we are made in the image and likeness of God.

The children may want to share some of the work they have done.


Leader:

People are made to be like God. The reading we are now going to listen to is taken from the first book of the Bible. It is called the book of Genesis, a Greek word meaning ‘becoming’ or ‘beginning to be made’. It is the very first book in the Bible and tells us about the beginnings of the world. In it we are told that God made us all just to be like God – made in God’s image and likeness. 

Reader:

A reading from the Book of Genesis.

Then God said: “Let us make people to be like ourselves.

Men and women who can know and love me

and know and love one another;

and I will give them charge of the fish of the seas,

the birds of the sky, and all the animals wild and tame

and all the reptiles that crawl upon the earth.”

So God created men and women

who could love and care for the world and everything in it

and could love and care for one another;

men and women who could know God

and love and serve God.

God blessed them and said to them:

“Fill the world with people; look after the world;

look after one another;

take care of the fish and the birds, the animals and the

reptiles,

the trees and the flowers and the plants.”

And so it was.

God saw all creation and indeed it was very good. 
The Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Leader:
God created me to be like God.

God loves me.

Just say those lines quietly to yourself and see how it makes you feel. 

God created me to be like God.

God loves me.

(You may want to take some responses from the children).

Bidding Prayers 

We turn to God our Creator now to give thanks for making each one of us to be like God and ask God to hear our prayers.
We give thanks for our talents and qualities.
May we use them for the service of others.

Lord, hear us

Lord, graciously hear us.

We give thanks for our uniqueness and differences. Help us to treat everybody we meet as children of God.  

Lord, hear us

Lord, graciously hear us.

St. Paul urged us to be joyful.

Help us to pray with grateful hearts knowing how much God loves us.
Lord, hear us

Lord, graciously hear us.

Leader:

Every night before you go to bed for the next few daysI want you to try to remember the qualities and talents you have used that day  and give thanks to God for them. Now let us now end our time of prayer together by praising God who made us all to be like God as we say:

All:
Glory be to the Father

And to the Son….. 

                      (You may like to sing an appropriate hymn of praise)  
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