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‘LIFE CHOICES’

Year 5

The call to life and love within the community; marriage and the single life

                                   Focal point:  candle 
                                  Oil

                                  Bible opened at Ephesians 4: 11-13, 15
                                                         pictures of friends
                                                         pictures of marriage/rings  
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                                                         bowl of water

                                                         white garment   

 Leader: As we light this candle, let us remember Jesus’ promise that he would always be with us. As we gaze upon the candle we remember his faithfulness to that promise….
Friendships are important in life. When you make friends you have to think about the other person and show some care and loyalty towards them. Friendship usually means commitment to the other person’s needs as well as your own. 
Reflect quietly for a moment as you look again at the candle on what kind of friend you are and what kind of son, daughter, sister or brother you are….
Sing the opening hymn: “Not Alone” – Rejoice 2 (34) or any appropriate hymn 

Leader:  See Church’s Story 3 p20-21
Jesus chose people to be his apostles and share his mission to make the good news known all over the world. The good news is that God loves us and that living God’s way brings love, justice and peace to everyone. ‘Apostle’ means ‘one who is sent’.

Through the sacrament of baptism all Christians are called to share in the mission of Jesus. There are many different ways of carrying out this mission. God calls each of us to a particular vocation in life. ‘Vocation’ means ‘calling’. In our topic on ‘Life Choices’ we have been thinking about the vocation of marriage and the vocation to the single life.
        Children may share some of the work they have completed on this topic.
[image: image3.png]


St Paul explained to the people living in Ephesus how everyone

has a special role to play, and if each one is committed to it, it

will help everyone.

A reading from St Paul’s letter to the Ephesians
It was he who gave gifts to people; he appointed some to

be apostles, others to be prophets, others to be evangelists,

others to be pastors and teachers. He did this to prepare

all God’s people for the work of Christian service, in order

to build up the body of Christ. And so we shall all come

together to that oneness in our faith and in our knowledge

of the Son of God; we shall become mature people.

We must grow up in every way to be like Christ.
The Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
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 As we get older we will have to discern which particular vocation God is calling us to. For the moment we are called to be faithful friends and to be faithful followers of God.
So let us ask him in our prayers to give us the grace and the 

power we need  to do the best that we can in His Name. 

 Reader: The response is “Give us the power, O Lord”

Reader: To help us to be faithful and committed friends. 

Response: “Give us the power, O Lord”.

Reader: To help us be faithful friends and followers of Jesus. 
Response: “Give us the power, O Lord”.

Reader:  To help us share the good news with others. 

Response: “Give us the power, O Lord”.

Reader: To help us find the peace of Christ in our lives. 

Response: “Give us the power, O Lord”.

Reader: To help us love one another as you love us.

Response: “Give us the power, O Lord”.

                        
Leader:  Before we leave our celebration today, let’s offer one another the sign of God’s peace and friendship as a way of reminding us to be faithful friends.
End with ‘Let there be love’, ‘Bind us together’ or any appropriate hymn.
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