Act of Worship

 “HOPE”

Year 5
‘Advent is the Church’s season of waiting in joyful hope for the coming

of Jesus, the promised one, at Christmas and at the end of time’.
[image: image1.png]





Focal Point:
Advent wreath on “purple” table  
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Church’s Story 3 page 89-91





Wrapped presents 






Bible opened at Isaiah 25:8-9
                                                       Candle-shapes to write on (if needed)

Leader: Let’s begin our prayer In the name of the Father…
               Light the appropriate number of candles on the Advent Wreath
Reader: The progressive lighting of the candles on the Advent wreath symbolizes the expectation and hope surrounding our Lord’s first coming into the world and the anticipation of His second coming in glory at the end of time. We have to wait patiently until Christmas Day to light the last candle, the white candle which represents Christ, the Light of the world
Reader: Life is full of waiting, we wait at bus stops, railway stations, in queues at the supermarket, and we line up and wait to go into school, into lunch and into the hall for assembly. Sometimes waiting is quite ordinary, sometimes it is frightening or sad: waiting to be found out or told off or waiting to say good bye to someone we love.

Reader: Sometimes waiting is exciting, full of fun: waiting for a birthday, for good news, for the arrival of someone we like, for a holiday and for a treat. Every day there are times of waiting. Everyone needs to learn how to wait well. Usually there is no option but to wait, but the important question is how we use the time whilst we are waiting. Good waiting involves hope, and looking forward to what is to come. For Christians the prayer and support of the community help us to wait in hope.

Children may share some of the work they have done during ‘Reveal’ at this point if appropriate.

Reader: Many people waited in hope for the birth of Jesus. Some of these people like Isaiah, Jeremiah and King David, whose writings are in the Old Testament, lived hundreds of years before Jesus was born.  In the Gospels we also hear about Mary, Joseph and Mary’s cousin, Elizabeth, and their stories of waiting in joyful hope. 

Reader: Isaiah was a very important prophet who was born about

765 years before Jesus. He was a skilful poet. He loved God
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and thought of God as strong and mighty. He trusted in God

completely. He tells of the coming of the Messiah. The people

in those times were living in kingdoms which were often at

war with one another. They yearned for a time of peace and

happiness. Isaiah told of the Messiah God would send who

would bring peace and justice on earth.

The people of God had been waiting for a long time for the Promised One of God, the Messiah - the one who would bring blessings. Isaiah wanted to give them hope. People were not quite sure what the Messiah would be like. Isaiah gave them some hints:

A Reading from the Prophet Isaiah
‘… He will wipe away the tears from everyone’s eyes and

take away the disgrace his people have suffered throughout

the world. The Lord himself has spoken.

When it happens, everyone will say;

He is our God! We have put our trust in him, and he has

rescued us. He is the Lord! We have put our trust in him,

and now we are happy and joyful because he has saved us.’

The Word of the Lord

Thanks be to God. 


Leader:  Isaiah tells us in that reading to be happy and joyful. The rose candle on the Advent wreath is lit on the third Sunday. It is called Gaudete Sunday which means, ‘Joyful Sunday’. This a time of rejoicing, because this is the midpoint of Advent, when the preparation is now half over and Christmas is drawing near..
So let us be joyful in our response to the reading! The response to our litany is: 

 We rejoice in the Lord.

All:

We rejoice in the Lord.



Lord, You are very near

All:

We rejoice in the Lord.



You bring us comfort
All:

We rejoice in the Lord.



You can always be trusted

All:

We rejoice in the Lord.



Your birthday is drawing near

All:

We rejoice in the Lord.



Your coming fills us with joy so we can wait in hope
All:

We rejoice in the Lord.


Leader:  The approach of the celebration of Jesus’ birthday fills Christians with hope and joy.
Take a few moments in silence to reflect on how you can use the remaining waiting time of Advent purposefully to show love and service and so be a light to others…….

You may ask children to write this down on cut-out candle-shapes and place them around the Advent wreath.

Let us end our prayer as we began – In the name of the Father…
Sing a suitable, joyful and/or Advent hymn


Gathering


Together








The Word 


of God





Response to the Word





Going


Forth











