Act of Worship

‘GIVING AND RECEIVING’

 Year 4
‘The Eucharist challenges and enables living and growing in communion’
                                                 Focal Point: 
                                                 Candle
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                                                 Bible (open at 1Corinthians 11; God’s Story 3 p143)

                                                 Church’s Story 3 p63                  
                                                 Missal and Missal Card
                                                 Any work the children have done on the topic
Leader: We gather together In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen              
The Lord be with you.
All:        And with your Spirit. 
We have been learning about the importance of ‘give and take’, of ‘giving and receiving’. 
At this point the children may share any work they have done in ‘Explore’
Because we are not always successful at behaving the way we should, Catholics say words of sorrow to God for the times they have done something wrong near the beginning of every Mass. At the same time they also confess their wrongdoing to all those who are with them there, and ask them for their prayers and forgiveness. Let us say those same words now. 

         (Project words – or distribute text so all can participate)
Reader: You came to show us what love is. Lord have mercy. 

All:         Lord have mercy. 
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Reader: You came to take away our selfishness. 
               Christ  have mercy. 

All:         Christ have mercy.  

Reader: You pray to your Father for us all. Lord have mercy. 

All:         Lord have mercy.

All:    I confess to almighty God
and to you, my brothers and sisters,
that I have greatly sinned
in my thoughts and in my words,
in what I have done
and in what I have failed to do,
[All strike their breast]
through my fault, through my fault,
through my most grievous fault;
therefore I ask blessed Mary ever-Virgin,
all the Angels and Saints,
and you, my brothers and sisters,
to pray for me to the Lord our God. 
Leader: May almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us our sins and bring us to ever-lasting life. Amen.

We are now ready to listen to God’s Word. 
A reading from St Paul’s First Letter to the Corinthians
 The tradition that I received is one which goes right back to Jesus himself. It is this same tradition which I have handed on to you: that on the night he was betrayed, the Lord Jesus, took some bread, gave thanks to God, broke the bread and said, 
“This is my body which is for you, do this in remembrance of me.”

Then in the same way he took the cup of wine after supper, gave thanks to God and said, “This cup is the cup of my life blood, whenever you drink it do this as a memorial of me.”

This means that whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup you are proclaiming the death of Jesus until he comes.  
The Word of the Lord

Thanks be to God                    

       
St Paul’s words remind us that Jesus gave everything for us – his very life – his body and blood. It is his very self, his body and blood that Catholics receive in Holy Communion during the celebration of the Eucharist. Let us sit in silence for a moment to give thanks to God for giving us Jesus who loved us so much he was prepared to give his life for us…….

 As a response the children may also like to share some of the work they have done in ‘Reveal’ about the giving and receiving that takes place during mass.
Leader: Jesus gave a special prayer to his friends. Catholics say this prayer before Holy Communion in the Mass. This is a simple but challenging prayer. We ask God for what we need. We also ask for forgiveness from God and recognise that we need to forgive others too. Let us now share that prayer together…Our Father…

  As we prepare to finish our celebration, let’s promise to make that extra effort to show that we are willing to ‘give and take’. Let us think about how we might do this on the playground, in the classroom and at home…...                             

Leader: Before our final hymn let us share the sign of peace with one another…. Now let’s finish by singing “One Body” (Rejoice 2 -55) or “Bind us together, Lord”, “We are one in the Spirit”, or similar. 
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