Act of Worship

 “GIFT”

Year 4

‘Advent and Christmas: the Church’s seasons of preparing to receive

God’s gift of love and friendship in Jesus’.
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Focal Point:
Advent wreath on “purple” table  

[image: image2.png]







Church’s Story 3 page 86-87





wrapped presents each labelled with qualities of                            

                                                      love and friendship e.g. time, gratitude, kindness ..





Bible opened at First Letter of John 1: 4, 9-12
                                                      God’s Story 3 

Leader:  Good morning everyone.  As we light the candles on the Advent wreath it helps us to remember that the time for celebrating the gift and friendship of Jesus at Christmas is coming nearer. We gather in the name of the Father…
Advent, therefore is a joyful season so let us sing Rejoice 2:60 (or ‘Rejoice in the Lord, always or any other appropriate hymn)’
Reader: In our topic called ‘Gift’, we have been reflecting on the gifts of love and friendship and explored what qualities are needed to be a loving friend.

Children may recall these or some of the work completed in ‘Explore’
Reader: We have also been learning that Advent is a season during which the Christian family thinks about God’s great gift of love and friendship made known in Jesus who the Father sent to live among us on earth. 
Reader: The word “advent,” means “coming” or “arrival.” The season of Advent is focused on the “coming” of Jesus as Messiah – the saviour of the world. It is a time when Christians prepare to receive that love and friendship given in Jesus at Christmas. They do this by listening to or reading passages from the Bible, singing

songs and hymns and saying special prayers which help them think about God’s gift of love and friendship given to us in Jesus.
Children may share some of the work they have done in ‘Reveal’ if required.
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Reader: This reading is from one of the letters of John. It was

probably written when he was an old man and had spent many
years thinking about God’s love for us and our love for one

another. It helps to explain more about Jesus coming to earth

and God’s gift to everyone.

 A Reading from the First Letter of John

                                God’s love for us was shown in this way.

God sent Jesus into the world.

God’s only Son was given to us

so that we could have life through him.

This is what love is: not our love for God

but God’s love for us,

when God sent Jesus to take away our sins.

My dear people, since God loves us so much

we ought to love one another.

No one has ever seen God,

but if we love one another God will live in us

and the love which God gives will be made perfect in us.

The Word of the Lord

Thanks be to God. 


Leader:  Think quietly now about the reading you have heard. John told us that because God loves us so much he sent us the gift of Jesus -  and so we should love each other.

In your hearts now, think about what ‘loving’ gift you can give to the people around you between now and Christmas…..A ‘loving’ gift is not something you can buy. It is a quality such as listening, gratitude, giving time to someone, helping…..it is some of the qualities that are named on our gifts around the focal point….

Choose one ‘loving’ gift that you will try to give and think now how you can give that gift and who you will give it to…… 

{If appropriate some children could hang the “presents” of, peace, time, gratitude etc on the Christmas tree while quiet music is being played}



Leader:  Each year in Advent Christians prepare to celebrate God’s                                      the special gift and friendship of Jesus. 

God so loved the world that God gave God’s only son. Now let us welcome Jesus into our hearts and homes.

We praise you, Lord Jesus

(hands above heads)

Bless each one of us

(heads bowed)

We welcome you into our hearts
(hands folded across heart)
{Perhaps finish with an appropriate Advent hymn/song e.g. 
‘O Little Town of Bethlehem’ vv1,3 HON 401 or  v1 of the ‘Drummer Boy’ Carol 

or God’s Greatest Gift, Bernadette Farrell ‘Share the Light’ cd}
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