Act of Worship

“VISITORS”

Year 3
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  Focus point: Bible (opened at Luke 2 or Matthew 2)                           

                       Advent wreath / Jesse Tree or calendar

                       Candles – 4 small (to be carried in / lit
                                           when each of the groups of visitors is                               

                                           mentioned and 1 large, to be 

                                           lit for the birth of Jesus).                           God’s Story 2 p74-75
*Pictures from the “God’s Story” 2 /3 files from the CD-ROM could be projected at the appropriate times.

Leader:
During Advent, this time of preparation for the birth of Jesus at Christmas, we have been using our Advent wreath (or other), to help us focus our thoughts on the real meaning of Christmas, the arrival on earth of Jesus himself – “God-with-us”. 

Before any visitor arrives, we need to make preparations for their coming, so that 

 their stay will be as enjoyable as possible.  Their time spent with us can also make  

demands on our time and energy. If we happen to be the visitor, we also have to make the effort to be a good guest. Let the words of our opening hymn remind us of both those obligations.
Sing  “Visitors Ways” – Rejoice 2 (62) - verses 1 – 5 or any appropriate hymn
Leader: The Gospel readings about the Nativity of Jesus are full of the details of                               

many visits which took place during that time. 

                (*Pictures from “God’s Story” 2/3 could be projected.)

Reader: We hear of the visit of the Angel Gabriel to Mary, announcing the birth of                             

 Jesus and seeking her agreement to be his mother. (Place lighted candle).
Reader: We hear of Mary’s visit to her cousin Elizabeth, to share their delight in the promise of the birth of a son to each of them. (Place lighted candle.)

Reader: We hear of Mary and Joseph’s visit to Bethlehem, where Jesus was born, which is at the heart of the Gospel story. (Light large candle).

Reader: We hear of the visit of the shepherds, which showed that the Messiah had come especially for the poor. (Place lighted candle)                                                                                                
Reader: We hear of the arrival of the wise men that had travelled so far, letting us know that the Messiah had been born to save everyone. (Place lighted candle).                                                                                                           
Leader: In the Old Testament one of the roles of a prophet was to prepare God’s people for the coming of the Messiah – Jesus. The prophet Isaiah writes about preparing for a very important visitor, the most important visitor of all time… 

Reader: A reading from the prophet Isaiah 62: 11-12.

Console my people, console them, says your God.

Speak to their hearts

and tell them
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that their sins are forgiven.

Prepare for God’s coming.

A voice cries out,

“Prepare a way for our God in the wilderness,

Make a straight path across the desert.

Let every valley be filled in.

Let every mountain and hill be levelled.

Then the glory of God will be made known

And the whole human race will see it.”

Go up to the top of a high mountain

joyful messenger to my people

shout as loud as you can. 
Proclaim the good news for everyone to hear

Say to them all, “Here is your God!”
 The Word of the Lord.

 All: Thanks be to God.

                        Leader: Take a moment to think quietly about what you might do                                 

                                      during the rest of Advent to prepare your heart to celebrate                                

                                      the birth of the greatest visitor of all time…..
Reader: Using the words of Isaiah again, let’s say a prayer together to praise God for sending us Jesus. 

 The response is: “Sing and shout for joy, God is great”.

God lives among his people, I praise you God, you have saved me. 

You are my strength, you are my song, you are my help /R
Give thanks to God, praise God, tell everyone how great God is.

Tell them about the wonders God has done. Praise the greatness of God’s name /R 

Sing a psalm to God. Sing of God’s marvellous works. 

Sing of them to all the world. Sing and shout for joy. 

Come, Lord, and save us /R.

                   Leader: Now before we finish our celebration, let’s make a promise to God, that                  during this Christmas we will take some time to visit Jesus,                                

                                whether in church, or in the quietness of our hearts. As we do so, remember to thank him for choosing to come to earth to live among us. Make a promise too, that you will be kind and considerate both to your visitors, and as a guest, as hospitality, and God, requires………..
For our final hymn we will sing “Welcome Visitors – Rejoice 2 (63) or an appropriate hymn.
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