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Act of Worship

“PROMISES”

Year 3

The meaning of the promises made at Baptism

                                  Focal Point: 
White cloth

                                            

Candle
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Badges (or symbols of membership of clubs                       

                                                                 and  organisations)

                                             

Small bowl of water

                                             
Small bottle of oil

                                             

Acts of the Apostles 2:43-47; 4:32– 37

                                                                 God’s Story 3 p134                                                

                                           Cards with “I promise…” and “I believe…”

Opening hymn: “Love is his word” (or similar)
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While this is being sung, several children can place lighted candles around / among the symbols on the prayer focus.
Leader: Welcome, everyone, to our act of worship called ‘Promises’. On our focal point we see symbols of some organisations and clubs to which we belong. When we join any of these groups we are asked to promise to obey the rules of that group.
Here some children may share experiences of the promises they made when joining different groups, the commitment involved and the importance of club rules. 

On our focal point there are also symbols used in a Christian Baptism.
At Baptism parents with the baby and godparents stand around the font. The priest/deacon blesses the water, the sign of new life. The parents and godparents are asked if they will commit themselves to do all they can to help the child become a good Christian. In order to do this they make promises to reject evil and all that means and promise to serve God faithfully as they renew their faith in God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. The parents and godparents are making a commitment on behalf of the baby that she/he will grow up a member of the Church family

and will follow the way of Christ.
Usually parents will make certain promises on their children’s behalf. Older children will make their own promises.   

Now let us listen to what the Christian faith requires of us.
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           Reader: 

We are now going to hear about how those people who decided to be followers of Jesus behaved to the members of their group and to others. While we listen to these words, let us think about whether we live our lives in the same way.

A reading based from the Acts of the Apostles 2:42 – 47; 32 –37
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Many people joined the community of the friends of Jesus. They lived every day as they were taught. They lived like members of one big family. They ate together sharing bread and wine, as Jesus had done at the Last Supper. They prayed together often. Everyone was amazed at the life they lived. The apostles did wonderful work among the people.

The community of friends shared everything with one another. They sold everything 

they owned and shared out the money so that each person had what they needed.

Every day they went together to the Temple. Every day they met in their houses to 

“break bread” together. They happily shared their food together, praising God with joy. 

People were very impressed with the way they lived. Day by day, more people joined them.

They were totally together as a group. No one kept anything they owned just for themselves. Everything was shared. The close friends of Jesus continued to tell people of Jesus’ new life and everyone treated them with great respect.
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No one ever had to go without. Those who owned land or 

houses would even sell them and bring the money to the group. 

The apostles would then give it to those who needed it.

The Word of the Lord.

All: Thanks be to God.

Leader: Let us think quietly of how those early Christians showed love for God and lived out the promises they made as followers of Jesus. These are the promises that we are asked to make at Baptism. We may not be able to show our love for each other in the same ways – but let’s think about some ways in which we can do it.
Silent pause

Inspired by the words of St Paul, who knew that it is not always easy to be loving, let us ask God to help us to keep our promises by sending the Holy Spirit to support us.

Reader: The response is “Lord, help me to show love.” 

Reader: When I am impatient or unkind/R

 

 Reader: When I am jealous/R                     


 Reader: When I am boastful or conceited/ R             


Reader: When I am rude or selfish/R.                
         

                          

.                             


Reader: When I take offence or am resentful/R
Reader: When I tell lies or gossip about others/R

Reader: Let us take (join) hands to show that we are friends with one another as Jesus asked us to be. Then say together the prayer that Jesus taught his followers..“Our Father…”


 Leader: Before we sing our closing hymn, let us remember                           now make a silent promise to try live like Jesus for the rest of the day and ask his help if we need it.
Final hymn: “Abba, Father”  (or similar)          
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