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Act of Worship

‘PREPARATIONS’
Year 2
                       Advent - four weeks of preparation for the celebration 

of the birth of Jesus at Christmas.
                               Focus point: Advent wreath 

                                                     Advent calendar                                                                            
                                                     Cut out heart shapes – one for each child
                                                     Decorations made by children
                                                     God’s Story 2 p 58

                                                     Bible (opened at Luke 2: 1-7) 

                                                     Church’s Story 2 p54 and 55
Leader:  In our topic we have been talking about how we prepare to come to school in the morning and how we prepare for special occasions such as a party or going on holiday. We have learned that Advent is four weeks of preparing for the birth of Jesus and that the most important preparation that Christians make is in their hearts
Since the time that Advent began, we have been preparing for Christmas by opening our Advent Calendar and lighting our Advent wreath. Let’s sing a hymn to remind us of what we’re getting ready for and light our Advent candles.
Opening hymn: “Christmas on the way” – Rejoice 1 (55) or any appropriate hymn.
We have heard how God’s people were prepared for the birth of Jesus many years before he was born and how the Angel Gabriel prepared Mary for the birth of Jesus. 

The children may want to share now some of the work they have done in their topic.
 

     Reader: Let us listen now to the story of how Mary and Joseph prepared for the birth of Jesus. This was written down by a man called Saint Luke, a follower of Jesus. He had never met Jesus himself, but he asked the people who had known him about all they could remember, and then wrote it down carefully, so that nothing would be forgotten. 
But before we listen let’s welcome the Gospel and sing ‘Alleluia’.

{Sing a suitable Alleluia}

Reader: A reading from the Holy Gospel According to Luke.

              Glory to You O Lord.

{The ‘Sign of the Cross’ is made on the head, lips and heart that we may think like Jesus, speak like Jesus and love like Jesus}

 The Roman Emperor, Caesar Augustus, wanted to know how many people lived in his empire. Everyone had to go back to the place where their families came from to sign their name in a big register. Joseph and Mary had to go to Bethlehem. While they were in Bethlehem Mary’s baby was born. She had a little boy. She wrapped him in swaddling clothes.

She put him in a manger, because that was the safest place for him to be.

There was no room in the house for Mary and Joseph and their baby, so they stayed in the place where the animals were kept.                                      
The Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to You, Lord Jesus Christ 

 Leader: 
 Give out heart shapes

On your heart shapes draw a picture or write a prayer to Jesus / letting him know how you will prepare your heart for his birthday…………
Ask the children to repeat the following prayer 3 times:

‘Come into my heart Lord Jesus, there is room in my heart for you’ (x3)

                         
 Leader: Tonight before bed look at the picture or prayer you have written on your heart shape and remember what you are going to do to prepare your heart for Christmas – Jesus’ birthday. Then – say the little prayer we have said together.
 Now, as we watch the candles on the Advent Wreath glow in preparation for the time when we celebrate Jesus’ birthday, let’s sing together -

 “Soon it will be time”  - Rejoice 1 (56) (or another appropriate hymn) 
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