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Act of Worship

“BELONGING”

Year 1

Baptism is an invitation to belong to the Church’s family

 Focal point:    Bible opened at God’s Story 1 p30
                                  Church’s Story 2 p32-37
                                  White cloth to cover the table

                                  Bowl (and jug) of water   

                                  Tall white candle 

                                  Baptismal candle

                                  White shawl (or cloth)

                                  Container of oil

                                  Baby doll    
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Leader: (lighting prayer candle)  

The sign of the cross is a sign of belonging to the Christian family. It is also a sign that we belong to a family of people all over the world who believe in God the Father, God the Son and God the Spirit. So let’s begin our prayer with this special sign and prayer….In the name of the Father….
We have been learning all about Baptism in our topic called ‘Belonging’. We have talked about all the different groups that we belong to in school, at church and in the neighbourhood.

Some children can share some of the work they have done on belonging to different groups and what they can do to help others feel they belong.
Leader: We all belong to God’s family. In our topic we have also learned about the different things that happen during a baptism which are signs to show that the person who is baptised belongs to the Church’s family.

Here some children may share some of the work they have done on baptism or someone can read or show pictures on the whiteboard of Church’s Story 2 pp 32-37
 Mark wrote the very first Gospel about Jesus and his friends. In this story he tells us about how Jesus wanted to welcome and bless some children. Gospel means ‘good news’ so let’s sing ‘Alleluia’ to welcome the good news we are about to hear. 
All: Sing “Alleluia” 
A Reading from the Holy Gospel According to Mark

Glory to You, O Lord.

(remind the children to make the sign of the cross here; on their heads – to know and understand God’s Word; lips – to speak God’s Word and heart – to love God’s Word)  

People brought their little children to Jesus. They wanted Jesus to put his hand on the children and bless them. Jesus’ friends told the people off for annoying him, but when

Jesus heard his friends, he was cross. He said to them, “Let the little children come to me. Don’t stop them. Little people like these need God’s blessing.” Then Jesus put his arms round the little children, put his hand on their heads, and blessed them. 
The Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to You, Lord Jesus Christ 

  

Leader: We know that we all belong to God’s family and that Jesus welcomed and loved children. Think back to the story you have just heard about Jesus and the children and imagine what it must have felt like to be one of the children who were there with him at that time. Let us speak quietly to Jesus in our hearts and ask him to help us to remember that we belong to him and are part of his family…. 

Leader: The response to our litany is - Thank you God our Father
All: Thank you God our Father

For belonging to a family

Thank you God our Father
For belonging to my class
Thank you God our Father
For belonging to my school

Thank you God our Father
For belonging to God’s family

Thank you God our Father 
                  Before we leave our celebration, let’s make the Sign of the Cross on our own

 forehead (or the forehead of a friend) and say 

“I belong to your family Jesus, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen”                
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