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Act of Worship

Year 3
 “Special Places”
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                         Focal

Covered table and candle                                              

                           Point:
Bible (open at Psalm 24)

Pictures of special places in our world (CAFOD) 
Pictures of special places for Jesus

Pictures of places of pilgrimage (Holy Land/Rome /Lourdes)

Year 3 CAFOD poster
Rosena’s powerpoint from CAFOD website

(These may be carried in by children to build up the prayer focus area, and can be examples of the work researched in class. Or may be shown as a powerpoint throughout the liturgy)
Leader; Welcome to our special gathering place. As we make the Sign of the Cross together, let us remember the words, written in the Gospel of St. Matthew, which Jesus spoke to his friends. “For where two or three come together in my name, I am there with them.”

All: “In the name of the Father,………………………”

Leader: Now let’s sing our opening hymn in which we celebrate our own “Special Places”. As we do so pictures will be carried in which remind us of the special places we have learned about in our neighbourhood - and those which are special to people all over the world.    

(Rejoice 2: 28 – “My Special Places” or other appropriate song eg ‘The wonders I see’, Bernadette Farrell)
Leader: There are some places in the world that are very special, places such as Rome, where the Pope lives, and elsewhere (Lourdes, Fatima, etc) which are considered to be special, because of the holy people who lived there, or because of events that took place there. Then there are the places in Israel / Palestine, which are considered to be very holy, because they are mentioned in the Bible when Jesus visited them. These places are considered to be so holy that people travel from all over the world to visit them. We call them “places of pilgrimage”, and the people who travel to visit them are known as “pilgrims.” 

Throughout our topic we have been appreciating that the world is a special place as it has been given to us by God to enjoy, to share and to take care of.

Reader: A reading from the Book of Psalms
                        Reader:
The earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it,




the world, and those who live in it;





for he has founded it on the seas,





and established it on the rivers.
Reader: The Word of the Lord.  

All: Thanks be to God.

(Play quiet reflective music)

Leader: There is another “Special Place” - one deep within our own heart, where we can go to be with, or speak to God. Whenever we pray

God has a special place in our hearts. Now sit quietly, in a comfortable position. As you listen to the music, watch the powerpoint of Rosena’s experience of God having a special place in her heart. Think about how Rosena could feel God in her heart even when things were difficult. Say a quiet prayer thanking God for being in our hearts in good times and difficult times.
(Play powerpoint with quiet music on in background)

Leader: Let us join together and repeat the response: “Let me value your special place.”
              (The words can be displayed on IWB with appropriate pictures.)

Reader: In the way in which I treat your earth. Response
Reader: In the way in which I respect holy places. Response

Reader: In the way in which we gather together as your friends. Response

Reader: In the time I give to speak and listen to you. Response


                      Before we leave this special place, where Jesus has surely been with us, make 

                      a silent promise to set aside time each day to visit your special place to speak 

with God, thanking him for the wonderful world he has given us.  We say together:

God, thank you for having a special place in our hearts.



Help us to take time to be still,

To know that you are always there in good times and difficult times.

Fill our hearts with your Holy Spirit. Amen                                  

Leader: Now let’s sing together a hymn to remind us that 

God’s Holy Spirit makes every place a “Special Place”.

Final hymn: “All Over the World”  - H O&N (26)

                or “A World to Share”  - Rejoice 2 (27) 
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