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Act of Worship

EYFS 1 and 2

FRIENDS
“Jesus had good friends; what Jesus tells us about friendship.”
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                            Focus table:     Table with candle and purple cloth
                                                  Paper chain ‘teddies of friendship’                                                  the liturgy                                  Friendship bracelets  
                                                  God’s Story 2 p72-3
                                                  Bible (open at John13:34-35)
                                                  Any work done on the topic         
Leader: We begin our liturgy on ‘Friends’ by lighting our candle and remembering that Jesus is with us and that he calls us his friends.
As we make the Sign of the Cross together, let us remember that this shows we are friends of Jesus. In the name of the Father…..

Leader: Now let’s join together to sing our opening hymn about friendship: ‘Be my friend’, Rejoice 1 (29) or another appropriate hymn
Leader:     We have been thinking about what it means to be a friend.

Reader 1:  Friends look after and do things for one another.

Reader 2:  Friends do things together.
Reader    3:    Friends make one another happy, comfortable and glad.

Leader:     We have also been thinking about the things that spoil friendship and how we can make friends again.

.
                              Children may share any work done in ‘Explore’
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Reader: Jesus had lots of friends. His closest friends were called his disciples but Jesus was a special friend to children. Jesus gave us all an important rule – that we should love each other. Loving each other is a sign that we are friends of Jesus. Before we hear what Jesus said about this rule, let’s sing ‘Alleluia’ to greet the gospel.
Reader: A reading from the Holy Gospel According to Luke 

Glory to You, O Lord
(We make the sign of the cross on our forehead, lips and heart, in preparation to hear the Good News of the Gospel. We make the sign of the cross on our foreheads to show we believe in God’s Word, on our lips to show we try to speak God’s Word to others, and on our hearts to show we love God’s Word and will try to live a good life).   
Jesus said, ‘I am going to give you a new rule .It’s this: Love each other. 

I love each one of you and I want you to love each other.

When you’re all happy together, everyone will know that you love one another, and that you are my friends.

The Gospel of the Lord

Praise to You Lord Jesus Christ

Leader:  To show that we are friends with one another let’s hold hands and sing  Share the Light of Jesus, Bernadette Farrell or something similar.)
Children may share work done in ‘Reveal’


Leader:  Sometimes we can fall out with our friends. We make ourselves and our friends unhappy. When that happens, we need to say sorry and make up as friends as soon as we can. All of this week we’ll try to remember to remember this – especially on the playground.
As a sign that we want to be friends let’s turn to our friends next to us and offer them a handshake and say ‘Peace be with You’.
Leader:  Now we will end our liturgy by singing ‘The More We Are Together’ Rejoice 1 (32)  (or any appropriate hymn).
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