Act of Worship

NEW LIFE

Year 4
‘The new life of the Easter message is spread

through the power of the Holy Spirit’.
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Focal point: 
 Cross

(Paschal) Candle

Spring flowers/blossom
Good news board

Atlas/Globe of the world showing Paul’s journeys
Bible opened at Acts 4: 1-26
God’s Story 3 page 136

 - any work done on the topic
Leader:
Let us begin our prayer time together by lighting our special Easter candle to remind us of the “good news” we are called to share through the power of the Holy Spirit… that Jesus is risen and shares his new life with us…

When Christian’s make the sign of the cross it sends a message to

other people that they remember Jesus Christ who died on a cross. 
Let us make the sign of the cross together…In the name of the Father….

We have been reflecting on all the good news which brightens our day and makes us feel alive; on the good news which brings new life and happiness. We’ve been thinking about all the people who give good news, all the people who hear it, the way it changes people’s lives and why it is important to spread good news. 

Children may share some work completed in ‘Explore’………

Let’s pause for a moment to think of something which brings you new life…

Let us sing together Spread the Message Rejoice 2:75 vv 1 and 2

Great News (or any appropriate hymn) 
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Leader: The apostles are witnesses to Jesus being raised to new life by God. The Holy Spirit confirmed their faith in Jesus and gave them the courage they needed to speak out about the Good News of Jesus even when they were threatened. The Holy Spirit brought them, and brings us, new life.
Reader:       A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles

The friends of Jesus were full of new life and could not stop telling

everyone about Jesus. Their minds and hearts were full of all he had done

and said. When they went to the temple to pray they talked to people and

crowds gathered round them. They helped the poor and the sick. Some of the officials in the temple were very annoyed about everything that was happening. One day they had Peter and John arrested and put them in prison. The next day all the council officials assembled and had Peter and John brought before them. “We’ve heard that you are going about preaching about Jesus and healing. What right do you have to do this?” they asked.

Peter and John were not afraid, 
“Whatever good we do,” said Peter, “we do in the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth. You crucified him, but God raised him from the dead.”

The whole council were amazed that two very ordinary men were not afraid,

and were able to speak out boldly. They discussed the matter, and then

ordered the disciples never to speak or teach in the name of Jesus. But Peter and John were not frightened by any of their threats and said,
 “We cannot keep silent about the great things that God has done. We have to

spread the Good News of Jesus.”

The officials had to let them go because the people were so glad about what

they were doing, and the officials did not want to risk a riot. When Peter and John got back to the other disciples, everyone thanked God for their safety and the courage that the coming of the Holy Spirit had given them.

Reader:
The Word of the Lord.

All:

Thanks be to God.
The Holy Spirit filled Jesus’ friends with new life. They were not afraid anymore; they wanted to share their joy. We too can spread the word about this happiness because we know that Jesus has brought new life for everyone through the Holy Spirit as Jesus promised. The Holy Spirit is a helper and guide in our lives.

‘The children may share work done in ‘Reveal’
The response to our litany is:                          Thank you God!
                                                          Response: Thank you God!
For the good news of the gospel.  Response: Thank you God!
For the new life of Jesus.              Response: Thank you God! 
For the help the Holy Spirit gives. Response: Thank you God!
For the Good News of your love.   Response: Thank you God!
For the call to spread the Word.    Response: Thank you God!


Let us pause for a moment and ask yourself what you might do to be a bearer of Good News … at school… or at home…… {Invite ideas} 
Final Prayer: We give praise to God as we say together: 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

End the liturgy with an appropriate song/hymn such as Rejoice 2:75 “Spread the Message” or “Sing it in the Valleys” or Alleluia, alleluia! Give thanks... HON 14
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