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Act of Worship 
Year 1
‘HOLIDAYS / HOLYDAYS’

Pentecost: a holy day, the feast of the Holy Spirit.
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Focal Point:
White or gold candle
                                                      Cross with white drape
                                                                                Bible open at Acts 2: 1-4






Red, yellow, orange streamers (to decorate focus table                      

                                                       plus children’s  own to wave – made earlier)
                                                      ‘holiday’ photos






Pentecost pictures e.g. from “God’s Story”1 p36-37

                                                      and “God’s Story”2 p84-85 




           Any work done by children on the topic

Leader:
Good morning children. We will begin by making the Sign of the Cross…Remember, the cross has a white cloth over it now to help us remember that God the Father gave Jesus new life at Easter… and so we say…

All:
     
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Reader:
Because Easter is such a happy time in the Church’s year everyone sings a special “Alleluia”. It means “Praise God”. We shall light the Easter candle and sing about this special holyday   e.g. “It’s God’s Day” Rejoice 1 (78),  “This is the Day” or any appropriate hymn.
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Reader:
We have been thinking about holidays with the family or special outings at school and about how many of us forward to holidays, to relax and do something different.
                      Children may share some of the work completed in ‘Explore’
                        The word holiday comes from holyday. In times past the only holiday anyone had was a saint’s feast day or important feast days like Easter and Christmas. Some days of the year are ‘holy days’, when we celebrate these special times in the Church’s year. We have just celebrated the feast of Easter when we remember Jesus rising from the dead
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 Reader: Jesus’ friends were so happy to see him again at Easter… but after 40 he told them that he had to go back to his Father in heaven.                     

But he did make a promise to them that he would not leave them alone… he would send a friend….someone to help them. The disciples were afraid when Jesus had left them and they had gathered together in one room. The coming of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost changed them. It is a holy day because this gift of the Holy Spirit is very special. The Holy Spirit helps and guides us in our lives just as happened to the disciples. The Holy Spirit appeared to the disciples like tongues of fire, giving them strength and courage.

. 

Reader:
Now we are going to listen to the story of the arrival of this friend – the coming of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost Sunday:

Reader:       A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles

After Jesus had gone back to his Father in heaven, his friends were sad. They missed him. They felt lonely and afraid without him. On Pentecost day, they were all together in the house. Crowds of people came to Jerusalem to celebrate the feast. The friends of Jesus did not go out to join them. They stayed all together in the house. They talked about Jesus and remembered what he had told them. They began to feel different. Joy and happiness filled their hearts. It was wonderful. They knew that Jesus had kept his promise to send a new friend, the Holy Spirit. “Let’s go out and join the crowds.” Peter said. “Let’s tell them the Good News that Jesus is alive.”

Reader:
The Word of the Lord.

All:

Thanks be to God.

Everyone had come to Jerusalem to celebrate the feast… but Jesus’ friends could not feel happy… they were sad and afraid. As they talked together, though, they began to feel differently… Have you ever begun to feel happy all of a sudden… when something like a cloud has lifted? This was the effect of the Holy Spirit and the Apostles were so full of happiness that they wanted to spread the news to everyone about what made them happy.
At this point the children could share any work done in ‘Reveal’ – including any dramatisation of the story.

{The children could wave streamers on the word, ‘Alleluia’ as they respond to the litany}

Reader:
For special days of joy

All:
Alleluia!

Reader:
For holidays we share with family or friends

All:
Alleluia!


Reader:
For the Easter holyday when Jesus rose again

All:
Alleluia!
Reader
For Pentecost - the day when the Holy Spirit came.

All:
Alleluia!

                Reader: Now let us finish with a special song about the Coming of the Spirit e.g. ”Hooray for Holidays” - Rejoice 1 (77) vs 4&5

Reader:        Before we finish, let’s take time to remember that the Holy Spirit didn’t only come to be with the friends of Jesus who knew him  – but came, for all time, to be with all people who want to be friends of Jesus. In fact, Jesus special friend is here with all of us now – and we need never feel alone - because he is with us always. Let’s try to
remember that and welcome the Holy Spirit into our lives every day by saying: 

                   “Come, Holy Spirit. Be with me always”.
All:              Come Holy Spirit. Be with me always
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