Act of Worship

COMMUNITY
Year 4
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Images of special people in the community eg priest, readers, Eucharistic ministers

Candles (one bigger than the rest)


Bible (opened at St Paul’s letter to the Romans 12: 8-11)


(Create a reflective atmosphere with some quiet music)

Possibly gather with gathering hymn – Circle Song, Come gather and praise
Leader:
Good morning everyone.  
We come together In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, Amen

We will first light one candle to show that Jesus, whom Christians call, ‘the light of the world’ is with us in a special way.  At this time of year, during this season, we are very aware that we need light in the darkness.

Now we have been finding out about some special people… people who help us; who are an important part of our parish community.

As we light candles for them… quietly, in your hearts, thank God for the special person you have included in the display.

(Choose some children to light the rest of the candles)
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Leader:
We’re going to hear a letter from St Paul which invites us to be whole- heart and enthusiastic members of our community.

Reader:
A reading from St Paul’s letter to the Romans
Dear Friends
We have all been given lovely gifts. When you give, give with a loving heart. If you have a job to do, do it really well. If you are helping someone, do it happily. Be real in your love for each other. Do not just pretend to be good. Love and care for each other as good brothers and sisters. Be whole-hearted and enthusiastic in all you do. Be joyful. When things get hard, keep on going. Pray regularly. Share what you have with people in need. Always make people feel welcome.
Reader:
The Word of the Lord

All:

Thanks be to God
 

St Paul was writing that advice to the early Christian Church in Rome. In fact it’s still good advice for us to live by today. Members of our parish community live this out when they welcome us, when they celebrate together, when they support charities. Let us think for a moment about how we can use the special gifts we have been given to help others. (Pause)
Leader:
Let us pray that we can follow Paul’s words in our lives. 

The response is Help me, Lord
Reader:
Help me to give with a loving heart and to help others happily.
All:

Help me, Lord.

Reader:
Help me to love and care for others.
All:

Help me, Lord.

Reader:
Help me to keep going in times of difficulty.
All:

Help me, Lord.

Reader:
Help me to pray, when I am alone and 

as part of a community.
All:

Help me, Lord.






Perhaps we could think of how we can love and care for each 
other… and perhaps try to appreciate more the people who care for us in so many ways.
You could finish with an appropriate song.

This little light of mine

Christ be our light

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit Amen.
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