Blessing Upon the New School Year

Gather some symbols of the of the summer for display, together with some symbols of school.
CALL TO WORSHIP

Summer has been a time for new adventures, for relaxing recreation and informal learning. As we share what we have gained from this summer, let us remember that God our Father has given us minds and hearts to show that we can become more like his son Jesus.

At this point, encourage the sharing of summer memories and what has been learnt.

Thanksgiving is the most important attitude we can have towards God. We call Jesus’ gift of himself to us Eucharist, which means thanksgiving. Let us remember the things that have happened in our summer and thank our Father for them.

We respond: Thank you father.

For the friends we visited or who visited us, sharing their life with us we say…

For the holidays and gardens, for ball games and bike riding for swimming and suntans we say…

For the sun and wind and rain, for lakes and mountains, for grass and flowers and trees and blue skies, we say…

Father, we bring before you the joys of summer. We remember that all life comes from you and that we share your life in learning and loving your creation. Thank you for the gift of life in your son. May the coming months bring us closer to you through, Jesus our brother and Lord.

Amen

WORD SERVICE

The informal learning that we have shared this summer becomes more formal when summer begins. Each year brings new opportunities to grow and to become richer in knowledge through new classes, teachers, books and experiences. Each new school year permits us to make important choices about how we use or abuse time in class and in life. We can decide how to use the next 9 months for growth or for wasting. Listen to a reading which prompts us to seek wisdom.

Reading: Proverbs 8:32-36
32 “Now then, my children, listen to me; 
   blessed are those who keep my ways. 
33 Listen to my instruction and be wise; 
   do not disregard it. 
34 Blessed are those who listen to me, 
   watching daily at my doors, 
   waiting at my doorway. 
35 For those who find me find life 
   and receive favor from the LORD. 
36 But those who fail to find me harm themselves; 
   all who hate me love death.
Let us spend a few moments in silent reflection. What do we hope to gain from the coming school year? Let us also prepare to share our prayer for the coming school year.

Allow time for silent reflection and preparation for prayer.

INTERCESSIONS
We bring out hops and fears about school before you, Father, knowing that you want our growth only as persons beloved by your son, Jesus.

This may be a time for sharing prayers fro the year.

Father we know that your stength will be with us in the coming months. We want to make them months of growth and learning, but we sometimes get lazy and do not make the necessary effort. When this happens, remind us that with your love we can do all things. With your grace, tasks and assignments which seem to be almost impossible become possible and joyful. We know you will be with us through your Son, Jesus.

BLESSING PRAYER

May the Lord walk behind you and before you. May his strength be a light to you this year, and may he bells you through Jesus.

Amen

